
 

 
 

YOUTH ADVOCACY DEPARTMENT 
COMMITTEE FOR PUBLIC COUSEL SERVICES1 

 
This outline summarizes some the common consequences that can result when a 
juvenile is adjudicated delinquent or youthful offender. This publication is a guide and is 
not meant to be a comprehensive treatise on the issue of consequences of 
adjudications.  

Proceedings in juvenile court “shall not be deemed criminal proceedings,” under G.L. c 
119 § 53 and juvenile adjudications are not considered criminal convictions. Department 
of Youth Services v. A Juvenile, 384 Mass. 784 (1981). The following are some 
exceptions to this premise and information that must be communicated to your client. 

1. Criminal Offender Record Information (CORI)  

CORI “shall not” include any information (criminal offenses or delinquency acts) of 
persons who have not reached age eighteen2, unless the person was adjudicated an 
adult.3 Additionally, CORI shall not include offenses where incarceration is not a 
penalty. G.L. c. 6, § 167. However, juvenile arrest and juvenile adjudication 
(delinquency and youthful offender) data are available to, among others,: 

• The Department of Children and Families and the Department of Youth Services- 
to evaluate all foster and adoptive homes. c. 6, § 172B;  

• Agencies authorized to establish paternity and modify or enforce child support 
obligations. c. 6, § 172D; 

• Department of Early Education and Care – to evaluate “any residence, facility, 
program, system or other entity licensed under chapter 15D whether public or 
private, or any non-relative, in-home child care provider that receives federal or 
state funding in order to further the protection of children…” c. 6, § 172F; and 

• Operators of children’s camp. c. 6, § 172G. 

A CORI is not a public record, however, judges, probation, corrections, the department 
of youth services, the parole board, the sentencing commission and local and state 
governments that the board allows, have access to said records. Additionally, 
departments of the federal government, the department of education and charitable 
corporations and institutions, with the boards’ authority, can access CORI with a fee of 
three dollars for each search. G.L. c. 6, § 168A. 
                                                
1 Wendy Wolf, Training Director, Updated1/2014, Holly Smith, , Wendy Wolf with assistance from 
Matthew Vayda. 
2 As of September 18, 2013, 17 year olds are included the jurisdiction of the juvenile court by Chapter 84 
of the Acts of 2013 “An Act Expanding Juvenile Jurisdiction.” 
3 It is the authors understanding that the CORI board interprets “adult” in this context to mean a juvenile 
who receives an adult sentence. 
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The relevant Code of Massachusetts Regulations regarding CORI is contained at 803 
CMR 2.00 et seq.4 

 

2.  Employment Applications 

Historically, employers could not ask about delinquency adjudications on job 
applications. With the recent CORI reform, effective November 4, 2010, employers are 
prohibited from asking about criminal offender information at the initial stages of the 
hiring process. G.L. c. 151B, § 4(9).  

 

3. Expungement/Sealing of Records 
 
Juvenile Court judges do not have the statutory authority to expunge juvenile probation 
records. Commonwealth v. Gavin G., 437 Mass. 470 (2002).  
 
Juvenile Court judges do have authority to order expungement of police records 
regarding the arrest of a juvenile. Police Commissioner of Boston v. Municipal Court of 
the Dorchester District, 374 Mass. 640 (1978). 
 
Juvenile court record entries can be sealed pursuant to G.L. c. 276, § 100B.  The 
person must file a form furnished by the Commissioner of Probation requesting that the 
court record to be sealed. “The commissioner shall comply with such request provided 
(1) that any court appearance or disposition including court supervision, probation, 
commitment or parole, the records for which are to be sealed, terminated not less than 
three years prior to said request; (2) that said person has not been adjudicated 
delinquent or found guilty of any criminal offense within the commonwealth in the three 
years preceding such request, except motor vehicle offenses in which the penalty does 
not exceed a fine of fifty dollars nor been imprisoned under sentence or committed as a 
delinquent within the commonwealth within the preceding three years; and (3) said form 
includes a statement by the petitioner that he has not been adjudicated delinquent or 
found guilty of any criminal offense in any other state, United States possession or in a 
court of federal jurisdiction, except such motor vehicle offenses as aforesaid, and has 
not been imprisoned under sentence or committed as a delinquent in any state or 
county within the preceding three years.” Id. “[T]he commissioner shall report such 
sealed delinquency record to inquiring police and court agencies only as "sealed 
delinquency record over three years old" and to other authorized persons who may 
inquire as "no record". The information contained in said sealed delinquency record 
shall be made available to a judge or probation officer who affirms that such person, 
whose record has been sealed, has been adjudicated a delinquent or has pleaded guilty 

                                                
4 As of this writing the CMR’s have not been updated to include the raise in age of juvenile court 
jurisdiction pursuant to Chapter 84 of the Acts of 2013 “An Act Expanding Juvenile Jurisdiction.” 
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or has been found guilty of and is awaiting sentence for a crime committed subsequent 
to sealing of such record. Said information shall be used only for the purpose of 
consideration in imposing sentence.” Id.  To access the Petition to Seal go to: 
http://www.mass.gov/courts/probation/sealingpetition.pdf 
 
 
4. Driver’s License 
 
Youth between the ages of 16½ and 18 are eligible for a Junior Operator’s License 
(JOL) and must comply with certain conditions. Information on JOLs can be accessed 
at: http://www.mass.gov/rmv/jol/index.htm. Youth who have a JOL may not operate a 
motor vehicle between the hours of 12:00 a.m. and 5:00 a.m. unless accompanied by a 
parent or legal guardian..G.L. c. 90, § 8. If a youth violates this rule he/she can be 
charged with operating a motor vehicle without a license, which is a criminal violation. 
 
Overview of JOL Law: 
 
Requirement Current Law 
Minimum Age to Obtain a 
Learner's Permit 

16 

Minimum Age to Obtain a Junior 
Operator's License 

16 ½  

Minimum Requirements for first-
time licensees 18 years and older 

Learner's Permit 
Road test 

Requirements of supervised 
driving to obtain a junior operators 
license  

40 hours of parent/guardian-supervised driving. Allows 30 hours of 
parent/guardian-supervised driving if child completes advanced 
driver training course 

 
Junior operator passenger 
restriction 

 Passenger restriction during the first six months of junior operator 
licensure 
 NO passengers under 18, unless accompanied by another 
licensed driver 21 or older with 1 year or more driving experience, 
occupying front passenger seat 
 Passenger restriction not applicable to junior operator's immediate 
family members (parents and siblings) 

Junior operator night driving 
restriction  

Restricts driving from 12:30 AM-5:00 AM for duration of junior 
operator licensure, unless accompanied by parent/guardian. 
Primary enforcement 1:00 AM-4:00 AM 

 
 
 

PERMIT HOLDERS - JOL Violations and Penalties  
Violation 1st Offense 2nd Offense 3rd Offense 
Unaccompanied by a Licensed 
Driver 
G.L. c. 90 § 8B 

60 day suspension 
$100 reinstatement 
Reapply for Permit 

180 day suspension 
Driver Attitudinal 
Retraining Course 
$100 reinstatement fee 
Reapply for Permit 

1 yr. suspension 
$100 reinstatement fee 
Reapply for Permit 

Drag Racing 
G.L c. 90 §17B 

1 yr. suspension 
Driver  Attitudinal 

3 yr. suspension 
Driver  Attitudinal 

3 yr. suspension 
Driver  Attitudinal Retraining Course & 

http://www.mass.gov/rmv/jol/index.htm
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5 SCARR – State Courts Against Road Rage 
 

Retraining Course & 
SCARR 
Reapply for Permit 
$500 reinstatement fee 

Retraining Course & 
SCARR 
Reapply for Permit 
$1000 reinstatement fee 

SCARR 
Reapply for Permit 
$1000 reinstatement fee 

Time Restriction Violation 
 
12 am - 5 am 
G.L c. 90 §§10, 8B 

60 day suspension 
$100 reinstatement fee 
Reapply for Permit 

180 day suspension 
Driver Attitudinal 
Retraining Course 
$100 reinstatement fee 
Reapply for Permit 

1 yr. suspension 
$100 reinstatement fee 
Reapply Permit 

Speeding 
G.L c. 90 §§ 17, 17A, 18 

90 day suspension 
$100 reinstatement fee 
Reapply for Permit 

1 yr. suspension 
$100 reinstatement fee 
Reapply for Permit 

1 yr. suspension 
$100 reinstatement fee 
Reapply for Permit 

Use of Mobile Electronic Devise 
(text or phone) 

60 day suspension 
$100 reinstatement fee 
Driver Attitudinal 
Retraining Course 
Reapply for Permit 

1 year suspension 
$100 reinstatement fee 

1 yr. suspension 
$100 reinstatement fee 

Negligent Operation and Injury 
from a Mobile Phone Use 

180 day suspension 
$500 reinstatement fee 

1 year suspension 
$500 reinstatement fee 
Reapply for Permit 

1 year suspension 
$500 reinstatement fee 
Reapply for Permit 

LICENSE HOLDERS - JOL Violations and Penalties  
Violation   1st Offense 2nd Offense 3rd Offense 
Passenger Restriction 
G.L. c. 90 § 8, 10 

 
60 day suspension 
$100 reinstatement fee 

 
180 day suspension 
Driver Attitudinal 
Retraining Course 
$100 reinstatement fee 

1 yr. suspension 
Driver  
Attitudinal Retraining Course 
Full Exam 
$100 reinstatement fee 

Time Restriction Violation 
 
12:30 am-5 am 
G.L. c. 90 § 8, 10 

 
60 day suspension 
$100 reinstatement fee 

 
180 day suspension 
Driver Attitudinal 
Retraining Course 
$100 reinstatement fee 

1 yr. suspension 
Driver Attitudinal Retraining Course 
Full Exam 
$100 reinstatement fee 

Operating to Endanger / 
Recklessly or Negligent 
G.L. c. 90 §24 

 
180 day suspension 
$500 reinstatement 

 
1 yr. suspension 
Full exam 
$500 Reinstatement 

 
1 yr. suspension 
Full exam 
$500 Reinstatement 

Drag Racing 
G.L c. 90 §17B 

1 yr. suspension 
Driver Attitudinal 
Retraining Course & 
SCARR 
Full Exam 
$500 reinstatement fee 

3 yr. suspension 
Driver Attitudinal 
Retraining Course & 
SCARR 
Full Exam 
$1000 reinstatement 

3 yr. suspension 
Driver Attitudinal Retraining Course & 
SCARR5 
Full Exam 
$1000 reinstatement 

Speeding 
G.L c. 90 §§ 17, 17A, 18 

90 day suspension 
Driver Attitudinal 
Retraining Course & 
SCARR 
$500 reinstatement fee 
Full Exam 

1 yr. suspension 
Driver Attitudinal 
Retraining Course & 
SCARR 
$500 reinstatement fee 
Full Exam 

1 yr. suspension 
Driver Attitudinal Retraining Course & 
SCARR 
$500 reinstatement fee 
Full Exam 
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The Registry of Motor Vehicle “may suspend or revoke without a hearing any certificate 
of registration or any license issued under this chapter whenever the holder thereof has 
committed a violation of the motor vehicle laws of a nature which would give the 
registrar reason to believe that continuing operation by such holder is and will be so 
seriously improper as to constitute an immediate threat to the public safety.” G. L. c. 90, 
§ 22. 
 
The Massachusetts Driver’s License Manual can be accessed at: 
http://www.mass.gov/rmv/dmanual/driversmanual.pdf . Penalties for civil and criminal 
infractions are listed in Chapter 2 of the manual. Below is the chart for additional 
“Criminal Convictions” that are not listed above.  Juvenile adjudications are considered 
convictions for this purpose. 
 
 
Conviction Suspension Period Fee for Reinstatement 
Operating a motor vehicle with a 
suspended or revoked license 

60 days–One year $500 

Operating a motor vehicle without 
the owner’s authority / larceny of a 
motor vehicle 

One–Three years $500 

Leaving the scene of an accident 
when a person is injured 

One–Two years $500 

Leaving the scene of an accident 
involving property damage 

60 days–One year $500 

Motor vehicle homicide 15 years–Lifetime $500 
Vehicular manslaughter 15 years–Lifetime $500 
Operating under the influence of 
alcohol 
or drugs 

One year (first) 
Two years (second) 
Eight years (third) 
Ten years (fourth) 
Lifetime (fifth) 

$500 (first) 
$700 (second) 
$1200 (third) 
$1200 (fourth) 
N/A 

Any drug-related conviction 
(Operation of a vehicle is not 
required) 

One–Five years One–Five years 

Defacing real or personal property, 
spraying paint or applying stickers 
or 
other graffiti (Operation of a vehicle 
is not required) 

One year (or delay of 
one year in obtaining 
a License) 

$100 

 
Convictions, including delinquent adjudications, for any drug offense will result in a 
suspension from one to five years, G.L. c. 90, § 22(f).  The duration of the suspension 
for particular offenses can be found at 540 CMR 20.03. Additionally, a juvenile’s license 

Use of Mobile Electronic 
Devise (text or phone) 

60 day suspension 
$100 reinstatement fee 
Driver Attitudinal 
Retraining Course 
Full Exam 

180 day suspension 
$100 reinstatement fee 
 

1 yr. suspension 
$100 reinstatement fee 
 

Negligent Operation and Injury 
from a Mobile Phone Use 

180 day suspension 
$500 reinstatement fee 

1 yr. suspension 
$500 reinstatement fee 
Full Exam 

1 yr. suspension 
$500 reinstatement fee 
Full Exam 

http://www.mass.gov/rmv/dmanual/driversmanual.pdf
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will be suspended for refusing to take a chemical test, or for having a blood alcohol 
content (BAC) of .02 or greater. This suspension is for 30 days, plus an additional one 
year, pursuant to G.L. c.90,§. 24P. The one-year suspension can be reduced to 180 
days upon entry into a Department of Public Health (DPH) approved alcohol education 
program. This suspension is separate and apart from any court disposition. 
 
 
5. School Suspension and Expulsion 

 
a. Exclusion for felony charge: 

  
Students charged with a felony as a result of a delinquency complaint or criminal 
complaint can be suspended from school. G.L. c. 71, § 37H ½. The felony does not 
have to occur on school grounds, during school days, or during school hours. The 
principal or headmaster can suspend a student charged with a felony “for a period of 
time determined appropriate,” if he/she determines that the “student’s continued 
presence in school would have a substantial detrimental effect on the general welfare of 
the school.” Before a student can be suspended, under § 37H ½, the principal or 
headmaster must provide the student with written notice of the charges and the reasons 
for the suspension. If the principal/headmaster makes a determination to suspend the 
student, the student must be provided with written notice of his/her right to appeal along 
with the procedures for appealing. Appeals are made to the superintendent of schools. 
An appeal must be made in writing “no later than five calendar days following the 
effective date of the suspension.” The appeal of the suspension shall be heard within 
three calendar days of the request. At the hearing the student has a right to counsel and 
may present oral and written testimony. The superintendent shall make a decision on 
the appeal within five calendar days of the hearing.  
 
Students convicted of a felony or adjudicated delinquent of a felony can be expelled 
from school pursuant to G.L. c. 71, § 37H ½. The principal or headmaster can expel a 
student if he/she determines that the “student’s continued presence in school would 
have a substantial detrimental effect on the general welfare of the school.” The 
requirements for written notice and the appeal process is the same for expulsions as it 
is for suspensions.  
 
Until July 1, 2014,  the school district is not required to provide educational services to a 
student who is suspended or  expelled under § 37H ½.  
After July 1, 2014, “[a]ny school district that suspends or expels a student under this 
section shall continue to provide educational services to the student during the period of 
suspension or expulsion, under section 21 of chapter 76. If the student moves to 
another district during the period of suspension or expulsion, the new district of 
residence shall either admit the student to its schools or provide educational services to 
the student under an education service plan, under section 21 of chapter 76.” 
G. L. c. 76, §  21, which becomes effective on July 1, 2014 requires principals and 
headmasters to ensure that any child suspended or expelled be provided the 
opportunity to maintain academic progress during the suspension/expulsion period. 
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b. Exclusion for Violation of Code of Conduct: 
 
Students can also be excluded from school for violations of a school district’s code of 
conduct. G.L. c. 71, § 37 H requires all school districts to publish policies regarding 
conduct of teachers and students. These polices shall include disciplinary proceeding 
assuring due process, standards and procedures for suspensions and expulsions 
(including for students with special needs), and disciplinary measures for cases 
involving possession of illegal substances, weapons, use of force, vandalism or violation 
of students’ civil rights. All districts must publish student handbooks which include the 
following provisions: 
 

a) notice that a student may be expelled  from the school or school district for 
possession of a dangerous weapon or controlled substance on school 
premises or at school sponsored - school related events; 
 
b) notice that a student may be expelled for assaulting a principals, assistant 
principal, teacher, teacher’s aide, or other educational staff on school 
premises or school sponsored - school related events; 
 
c) if a student is charged with violating any of the above two he/she shall 
receive written notice and an opportunity to be heard. The student may have 
representation and present evidence and witnesses. The hearing is before 
the principal; 
 
d) the principal can decide to suspend rather than expel; and 
 
e) students who are expelled shall have the right to appeal to the school 
superintendent. Request for an appeal must be made within ten days from 
date of expulsion. Students have the right to counsel at this hearing and the 
appeal shall to be limited to the whether the student violated the provisions of 
the statute. 
 

Until July 1, 2014 if a student is expelled no school or school district in the 
Commonwealth has to admit the student or provide educational services. If an expelled 
student applies to another school or school district, a request for the reasons for the 
expulsions can be made and the school shall provide a written statement of the reasons 
for the expulsions. Post July 1, 2014, the school district must comply with provisions of 
G.L. c. 76, § 21 set forth above.  If the student moves to another school district after he 
is expelled, the other school district must either admit the student or comply with c. 76, § 
21. G.L. c. 71, § 37H (f). 
 
Students who are suspended or expelled under § 37H or 37H1/2 can appeal the 
superintendent’s decision to the superior court on a Motion for a Preliminary Injunction. 
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In Goss v. Lopez, 419 U.S. 565 (1975), citing Tinker v. Des Moines School Dist., 393 
U.S. 503, 506 (1969) –“[t]hose young people do not "shed their constitutional rights" at 
the schoolhouse door” – the Supreme Court held that public school students were 
entitled to at least some modicum of due process prior to a short suspension (10 days 
or less).  At the very least, the student is entitled to oral or written notice of what he is 
said to have done and, if he denies it, an explanation of the evidence that the authorities 
have, and an opportunity to explain his side of the story.  Goss at 581. 
 

 
Students on an Individualized Education Plan (IEP) have additional protections under 
the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) 20 U.S.C. §1400 et seq.  
 
 20 U.S.C. §1401– definitions 
 20 U.S.C. §1414 – evaluations, eligibility determinations, individualized 
 education programs, and educational placements 
 20 U.S.C. §1415(j) – right to stay put  
 20 U.S.C. §1415(k) – interim alternative setting, manifestation 
 determination 
 
Federal regulations: 34 C.F.R. Part 300.530 
Massachusetts regulations: 603 CMR 28.00 
 
See http://www.doe.mass.edu/sped/IDEA2004/spr_meetings/disc_chart.doc for the 
Department of Education Flow Chart on Discipline of Special Education Students.  
 
The Federal and State regulations, as well as state laws can be accessed at: 
http://www.doe.mass.edu/lawsregs/ 
 
 
6. Military Service6 
 
A person who has been convicted of a felony cannot be enlisted in the armed forces. 10 
USCS § 504(a). See also GL ch. 6, § 172 (access to CORI). However, “the Secretary 
concerned may authorize exceptions, in meritorious cases, for … persons convicted of 
felonies.” Id.  Every branch of the military will check for criminal records and applicants 
must answer questions regarding their criminal history when applying. Failure to 
disclose one’s criminal history can result in disqualification or discharge. Each branch of 
the military has procedures for waivers.  
 
The army and the army reserve regulations can be found at AR-601-210 
http://www.apd.army.mil/pdffiles/r601_210.pdf. The army will do criminal history checks 
and obtain information from juvenile correctional facilities on all applicants.  Additionally, 
the army will inquire about any “sex offender file” in every state in which the applicant 
                                                
6 It is important to look at each branch regulations and seek the advice of a recruiter if you client wants to 
join the military. 

http://www.lexis.com/research/buttonTFLink?_m=d594fa07724b021099d4c680c06389c4&_xfercite=%3ccite%20cc%3d%22USA%22%3e%3c%21%5bCDATA%5b419%20U.S.%20565%5d%5d%3e%3c%2fcite%3e&_butType=3&_butStat=2&_butNum=157&_butInline=1&_butinfo=%3ccite%20cc%3d%22USA%22%3e%3c%21%5bCDATA%5b393%20U.S.%20503%2c%20506%5d%5d%3e%3c%2fcite%3e&_fmtstr=FULL&docnum=1&_startdoc=1&wchp=dGLzVzk-zSkAW&_md5=f9dd44b00ac941ccf3bf67a561ddda7a
http://www.lexis.com/research/buttonTFLink?_m=d594fa07724b021099d4c680c06389c4&_xfercite=%3ccite%20cc%3d%22USA%22%3e%3c%21%5bCDATA%5b419%20U.S.%20565%5d%5d%3e%3c%2fcite%3e&_butType=3&_butStat=2&_butNum=157&_butInline=1&_butinfo=%3ccite%20cc%3d%22USA%22%3e%3c%21%5bCDATA%5b393%20U.S.%20503%2c%20506%5d%5d%3e%3c%2fcite%3e&_fmtstr=FULL&docnum=1&_startdoc=1&wchp=dGLzVzk-zSkAW&_md5=f9dd44b00ac941ccf3bf67a561ddda7a
http://www.doe.mass.edu/sped/IDEA2004/spr_meetings/disc_chart.doc
http://www.doe.mass.edu/lawsregs/
http://www.apd.army.mil/pdffiles/r601_210.pdf
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has resided, has a record, and attended school.  Juvenile adjudications can exclude 
one from the army; however, a waiver can be requested. Chapter 4 of AR-601-210 
addresses what conduct can be waived and the procedures for obtaining a waiver 
 
 
The Air Force also conducts criminal record checks, including juvenile records and has 
a process for obtaining waivers. Applicants are advised to inform the air force of all legal 
violations, irrespective of disposition, including offense that occurred as a minor. 
Disqualification because of moral character is addressed in AFRSI 36-2001- 2.16. The 
Air Force Recruiting Procedures can be accessed on-line at:  
http://static.e-publishing.af.mil/production/1/afrs/publication/afrsi36-2001/afrsi36-
2001.pdf 
 
For the Navy and Marine Corp, a conviction is not necessarily required; the Navy will 
look to whether an applicant actually committed the offense, rather than a court 
disposition.  An applicant is required to list all offenses they were arrested for or charges 
with, including “sealed” or “expunged” records. See:  
http://usmilitary.about.com/od/marinejoin/a/criminal.-um-.htm 
 
 
Department of Defense Directive 1304.23 - Acquisition and Use of Criminal History 
Record Information for Military Recruiting Purposes (Basic Eligibility Criteria) See 
https://www.fas.org/irp/doddir/dod/i1304_23.pdf 
 
 3.1. Criminal History Record Information (regarding juvenile or adult arrest, 
 citation, or conviction). The offense involved; name, social security number, and 
 age of the person involved; dates of arrest, citation, or conviction, if any; place of 
 the alleged offense; place of arrest and assigned court; and disposition of the 
 case.  
 
 3.2. Criminal Justice System. Federal, State, county, and local government law 
 enforcement agencies; courts and clerks of courts; prosecuting attorneys (e.g., 
 district attorneys, U.S. attorneys); and other Government Agencies authorized to 
 collect, maintain, and disseminate criminal history record information.  
 
 
 
 
Department of Defense Directive 1304.26 - QUALIFICATION STANDARDS FOR 
ENLISTMENT, APPOINTMENT, AND INDUCTION (selected portions) See:  
http://www.dtic.mil/whs/directives/corres/pdf/130426p.pdf 
 

E2.2.7. Moral Character. Persons entering the Armed Forces should be of 
good moral character. The underlying purpose of moral character enlistment 
standards is to minimize entrance of persons who are likely to become 
disciplinary cases or security risks or who disrupt good order, morale, and 

http://static.e-publishing.af.mil/production/1/afrs/publication/afrsi36-2001/afrsi36-2001.pd
http://static.e-publishing.af.mil/production/1/afrs/publication/afrsi36-2001/afrsi36-2001.pd
http://usmilitary.about.com/od/marinejoin/a/criminal.-um-.htm
https://www.fas.org/irp/doddir/dod/i1304_23.pdf
http://www.dtic.mil/whs/directives/corres/pdf/130426p.pdf
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discipline. The Military Services are responsible for the defense of the 
nation and should not be viewed as a source of rehabilitation for those who 
have not subscribed to the legal and moral standards of society at large. 
Moral standards of acceptability for service are designed to disqualify the 
following categories of persons:  

 
E2.2.7.1. Individuals under any form of judicial restraint (bond, probation, 
imprisonment, and/or parole).  

 
E2.2.7.2. Those with significant criminal records. Section 504 of 
reference(c) prohibits any person who has been convicted of a felony from 
being enlisted in any of the Armed Forces. The Secretary concerned may 
authorize exceptions in meritorious cases.  

 
E2.2.7.2.1. Persons convicted of felonies may request a waiver to permit 
their enlistment. The waiver procedure is not automatic and approval is 
based on each individual case, including consideration of the individual's 
adjustment to civilian life.  

 
E2.2.7.2.2. In processing waiver requests, the Military Services shall require 
information about the "who, what, when, where, and/or why" of the offense 
in question; and a number of letters of recommendation from responsible 
community leaders; such as school officials, ministers, and law enforcement 
officials, attesting to the applicant's character or suitability for enlistment.  

 
E2.2.7.4. Those who have exhibited antisocial behavior or other traits of 
character that may render them unfit to associate with military personnel. 
 
 

7. Sex Offender Registration - G.L. c.6, §178C-P  
 
 
Children adjudicated delinquent or youthful offender for certain sex offenses, set forth in 
G.L. c. 6, § 178C,must register with the Sex Offender Registry Board (SORB).7 Children 
adjudicated delinquent or youthful offender may be relieved of their obligation to register 
by the sentencing court: 
 
 (1) if the juvenile has been sentenced to a period of confinement, the 
 Commonwealth can move in writing; the motion must specifically state 
 reasons for the request for relief from registration. §178E(e) ; or 
 

                                                
7 Persons who have been convicted or adjudicated delinquent or YO of a sex offense, as defined in G.L. 
c. 6, § 178C, (or a like violation in another state) and former offenders who have been released from 
custody, probation, parole, or civil commitment as a sexually dangerous person (whichever date is latest)  
must register with SORB if they reside, are employed, or are students at an institution of higher learning 
in Massachusetts c. 6,§ 178E. 
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 (2) If the juvenile is not sentenced to immediate confinement, “the court shall, 
 within 14 days of sentencing, determine whether the circumstances of the 
 offense in conjunction with the offender's criminal history indicate that the  sex 
 offender does not pose a risk of re-offense or a danger to the public.” (Emphasis  

added)If the court “so determines, the court shall relieve the juvenile from 
registration. c. 6, § 178E(f). 

 
When seeking relief from registration from the court, the juvenile bears the burden of 
proving that he/she does not pose a risk of reoffending or danger to the public. 
Commonwealth v. Ronald R., 450 Mass. 262 (2007). If the sentencing court denies the 
request for relief from registration, the remedy is through a c. 211 § 3 petition, not an 
appeal. 
 
SORB also has the authority to relieve a juvenile of the obligation to register by “making 
specific written findings that the circumstances of the offense in conjunction with the 
offender’s criminal history do not indicate a risk of re-offense or danger to the public.”  
The juvenile must formally request relief from registration in writing within ten business 
days before her hearing date.  G.L. c. 6, § 178K(2)(d), 803 CMR 1.37A(1). 
 
A juvenile who has been determined to be a sexually violent predator or is otherwise 
subject to a minimum of lifetime registration requirements pursuant to c. 6 § 178D, is 
ineligible for relief from registration from both the sentencing court and SORB. G.L. c. 
6, § 178E(e), (f), G.L. c. 6, § 178K(2).8 
 
If a juvenile is required to register, the obligation exists for twenty years from the date of 
the adjudication, or from release from custody or supervision, whichever is later.  G.L. c. 
6, § 178G.9 However, a person required to register “whose registration and 
classification determination has become final pursuant to 803 CMR 1.07, 1.13, 1.23 or 
M.G.L. c. 6, § 178L(2), may, within ten years following conviction, adjudication or 
release from all custody or supervision, whichever is later, file a written motion with the 
Board to terminate the offender's obligation to register.  The motion “shall include proof, 
by clear and convincing evidence, that the sex offender has not committed a sex 
offense within ten years following the date of conviction, adjudication or release from all 
custody or supervision, whichever last occurs” and “[i]n addition, the sex offender shall 
provide clear and convincing evidence that he is not likely to pose a danger to the safety 
of others.”  803 CMR 1.37B. 
 
Pre-SORB Hearing Registration Requirements: 
 
Juveniles required to register who are on probation must register, within two days of 
receiving notice from the the probation department “by mailing to the board on a form 

                                                
8 SORB does not consider juvenile adjudications (YO or delinquency) convictions.  If SORB intends a 
section to apply to a juvenile offender, the language of the provision specifically includes the phrase 
“adjudicated delinquent or youthful offender.” 
9 A former juvenile offender who becomes subject to lifetime community parole or who is determined to be 
a sexually violent predator pursuant to G.L. c., 6, § 178D obligation to register never terminates. 

http://www.lexis.com/research/buttonTFLink?_m=2ce54f7172bd9f42772269609dcc020d&_xfercite=%3ccite%20cc%3d%22USA%22%3e%3c%21%5bCDATA%5b803%20CMR%201.37B%5d%5d%3e%3c%2fcite%3e&_butType=4&_butStat=0&_butNum=2&_butInline=1&_butinfo=803%20MA%20ADMIN%201.07&_fmtstr=FULL&docnum=1&_startdoc=1&wchp=dGLbVzt-zSkAW&_md5=a80238b16bfc191b9d96c2f586a550f6
http://www.lexis.com/research/buttonTFLink?_m=2ce54f7172bd9f42772269609dcc020d&_xfercite=%3ccite%20cc%3d%22USA%22%3e%3c%21%5bCDATA%5b803%20CMR%201.37B%5d%5d%3e%3c%2fcite%3e&_butType=4&_butStat=0&_butNum=3&_butInline=1&_butinfo=MACODE%206%20178L&_fmtstr=FULL&docnum=1&_startdoc=1&wchp=dGLbVzt-zSkAW&_md5=78e0fc70a0b94a5934076cd9bede5bf7
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approved by the board and signed under the pains and penalties of perjury, the sex 
offender's name, date of birth, home address or intended home address, any secondary 
addresses or intended secondary addresses, work address or intended work address 
and, if the sex offender is or intends to become a part-time or full-time employee of an 
institution of higher learning, the name and address of the institution, and, if the sex 
offender is or intends to become a part-time or full-time student of an institution of 
higher learning, the name and address of the institution.”  G.L. c. 6, § 178E(b).  
Juveniles who are in custody must register by mailing the above-described from within 
two days before their release from custody.  G.L. c. 6, § 178E(a) (the agency with 
custody of the juvenile must give notice to the juvenile of his obligation to register).  
 
Any notice required to be served upon a juvenile must also be served upon his legal 
guardian or agency that has custody of the juvenile in the absence of a legal guardian 
as well as the most recent attorney of record.  See, c. 6, §  178E (b). 
 
There is no public dissemination of prehearing registration data, however, the 
information is shared with the local police.  Roe v. Attorney General, 434 Mass. 418 
(2001). 
 
Information relative to registration requirements, SORB hearings, and classification can 
be found at G.L. c. 6, 178D-Q. and 803 CMR 1.00 et. seq.  
 
 
8. Probation for Sex Offense – Global Positioning System (GPS) Device 
 
The Mandatory provision of G.L. c. 265,  § 47, requiring persons placed on probation for 
a sex offense wear GPS as a term of their probation, does not apply to juveniles who 
have been adjudicated delinquent.  Commonwealth v. Hanson, H.  464 Mass. 807 
(2013).  The Hanson Court noted that the GPS device acted as a modern day “scarlet 
letter” and the facts of the case demonstrated that the GPS could interfere with the 
child’s rehabilitation and stigmatize the child as a “criminal”.  Juvenile Court Judges still 
have the discretion, after an individualized determination, to order GPS as a condition of 
probation. See also, Emelio E. Commonwealth, 453 Mass. 1024(2009),Commonwealth 
v. Raposa, 453 Mass. 739 (2009)(§ 47 does not apply to juvenile on pre-trial probation, 
unless the juvenile consents).   

 
 

9. DNA - G.L c. 22E, §§ 1-15 
 
Anyone adjudicated as a youthful offender for a crime that would be punishable by 
imprisonment in state prison if committed by an adult must submit a DNA sample for 
inclusion in the Massachusetts DNA database  c. 22E, § 3 within one year of conviction, 
adjudication or release from custody, whatever happens first. Any person required to 
provide a DNA sample who, after receiving written notice, fails to provide such DNA 
sample within the relevant time period, shall be subject to punishment by a fine of not 
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more than $1,000 or imprisonment in a jail or house of correction for not more than six 
months or both. c. 22E, §11. 
 
 
10. Sexually Dangerous Person - G.L. c. 123A, § 1 – 1610 
 
Delinquency and youthful offender adjudications for “sexual offenses” are considered 
convictions for the purpose of this statute. G.L c. 123A, § 1. 
 
"Sexually dangerous person," any person who has been (i) convicted of or adjudicated 
as a delinquent juvenile or youthful offender by reason of a sexual offense and who 
suffers from a mental abnormality or personality disorder which makes the person likely 
to engage in sexual offenses if not confined to a secure facility; (ii) charged with a 
sexual offense and was determined to be incompetent to stand trial and who suffers 
from a mental abnormality or personality disorder which makes such person likely to 
engage in sexual offenses if not confined to a secure facility; or (iii) previously 
adjudicated as such by a court of the commonwealth and whose misconduct in sexual 
matters indicates a general lack of power to control his sexual impulses, as evidenced 
by repetitive or compulsive sexual misconduct by either violence against any victim, or 
aggression against any victim under the age of 16 years, and who, as a result, is likely 
to attack or otherwise inflict injury on such victims because of his uncontrolled or 
uncontrollable desires. 
  
Notification to District Attorney and Attorney General: The Department of Youth 
Services (DYS) must notify, in writing, the district attorney and attorney general of a 
juvenile in their custody who has been convicted of a sexual offense, regardless of what 
they are currently committed on. Notice is to be given six months prior to release. DYS 
shall also identify youth who have a high likelihood of meeting the criteria for a sexually 
dangerous person and give notice of their release to the district attorney and attorney 
general. When the district attorney or attorney general determines that the juvenile in 
DYS custody is likely to be a sexually dangerous person, they can file a petition in 
superior court alleging that the person is sexually dangerous. When the petition is filed 
the court must determine if there is probable cause. At the hearing the person shall 
have the following rights: 1) legal representation, 2) present evidence on own behalf, 3) 
cross examine witnesses, and 4) view and copy all petitions and reports in the courts 
file. A person can be temporarily committed to the treatment center if he/she is 
scheduled to be released from custody prior to the probable cause determination. One 
can move for relief from said commitment. c. 123A,  §12. 
 

                                                
10 As of this writing the CMRs have not been amended to come into compliance with the Raise the Age 
legislation. 



14 
 

11. Immigration11  
 

Juvenile adjudications are not considered convictions for immigration purposes. A 
delinquency finding on a deportable offense that requires a conviction, therefore, will not 
cause a juvenile to be deported.  There is a possibility that youthful offender convictions 
may be considered convictions for immigration purposes (there is no published decision 
by a court or the Board of Immigration Appeals analyzing the Massachusetts youthful 
offender statute). 
 
Juvenile adjudications, however, can still cause immigration consequences.  There are 
some offenses for which a conviction is not necessary to cause a non-citizen to be 
inadmissible or deportable.  For instance, violating a restraining order is a deportable 
offense that does not require a conviction, so a delinquency finding is sufficient to result 
in deportation. Furthermore, the Immigration and Nationality Act provides that a person 
who the Attorney General has “reason to believe” is a drug trafficker is inadmissible. 
Under immigration laws, drug trafficking includes possession with intent to distribute, so 
a juvenile who is found delinquent for this offense is inadmissible and could be denied a 
green card.  Finally , a noncitizen is both deportable and inadmissible for being a drug 
abuser or addict, and a  noncitizen is inadmissible for engaging in prostitution.   
 
In addition, where the exercise of discretion is involved, immigration may deny a 
noncitizen a benefit based on delinquency determinations. For example, Deferred 
Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) – the program that provides undocumented young 
people with work authorization and a promise not to deport them – may be denied in the 
exercise of discretion based on juvenile delinquency adjudications.  , Juvenile 
adjudications can also  be used to prevent a finding of “good moral character,” which is 
a requirement for naturalization and for certain forms of relief from removal.   
Delinquency findings can also be used as negative discretionary factors in applications 
for legal status or defenses to removal.  
 
If your client is not a U.S. citizen, contact an immigration expert before resolving the 
case. See Padilla v. Kentucky, 130 U.S. 1473 (2010). CPCS staff attorneys and bar 
advocates can consult on individual appointed cases with the CPCS Immigration Impact 
Unit at 617-623-0591, iiu@publiccounsel.net. 
 

12. Public Housing 

Federal law requires the exclusion of families from Housing and Urban Development 
funded local public housing authority developments and Section 8 subsidized 
apartments in which: 
 
1) any household member was evicted from federally assisted housing for drug-related 
criminal activity in the last three years unless the member has completed an approved 

                                                
11 Updated 1/2014, CPCS Immigration Impact Unit 

mailto:iiu@publiccounsel.net
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drug rehabilitation program or the “circumstances leading to the eviction no longer exist” 
i.e. the “criminal” household member has died or is incarcerated;   
 
2) “the PHA determines that it has reasonable cause to believe that a household 
member's illegal use or pattern of illegal use of a drug may threaten the health, safety, 
or right to peaceful enjoyment of the premises by other residents;”  

3) any household member has ever been convicted of manufacture or production of 
methamphetamine on the premises of federally assisted housing; 

4) any member of the household is subject to a lifetime registration requirement under 
any state sex offender registration program;  

5) the PHA determines that it has reasonable cause to believe that a household 
member's abuse or pattern of abuse of alcohol may threaten the health, safety, or right 
to peaceful enjoyment of the premises by other residents. 

See 24 C.F.R. 960.204 and 24 C.F.R. 982.553.  See also 42 USCS §13663. 

Since CORI reports do not include adjudications of youth under the age of 18 unless 
that person is adjudicated as an adult G.L. c. 6, § 167, housing authorities or subsidized 
landlords will not have this information. However, if a housing authority or subsidized 
landlord learns of a juvenile adjudication or pending case, they can use this to deny 
public housing. Boston Public Housing Regulations, for instance, allow it to consider 
“independent evidence including police reports, statements from the arresting officer or 
“other reliable information that a household member committed the crime charged” and 
“evidence” of drug use within the past year grounds for exclusion. BHA Admissions & 
Continued Occupancy Policy Pages 84-96 Rev. 10/25/2013.   Furthermore, there are 
other means in which one’s criminal activities can exclude them from public housing.  

 
Under federal law, a person can be denied admission into public housing if it is 
determined that a household member is currently engaged in or has engaged in during 
a reasonable time before the admission decision, any of the following behavior. 24 CFR 
5.855(a):  
 
 (1) Drug-related criminal activity; 
 
 (2) Violent criminal activity; 
 
 (3) Other criminal activity that would threaten the health, safety, or right to 
 peaceful enjoyment of the premises by other residents; or 
 
 (4) Other criminal activity that would threaten the health or safety of the PHA or 
 owner or any employee, contractor, subcontractor or agent of the PHA or owner 
 who is involved in the housing operations. 
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13. Sentencing Enhancement 
 
Some juvenile adjudications can be used to enhance penalties in future cases.  In the 
following four cases, juvenile adjudications were used to enhance penalties. 
 

Commonwealth v. Foreman, 63 Mass. App. Ct. 801 (2005), fur. app. rev. den. 
445 Mass. 1102. The defendant's prior delinquency adjudication for armed robbery 
qualified for adult sentencing enhancement as an armed career criminal G.L. ch 269 
§10G(a). In Foreman the defendant was indicted (as an adult) for possession of a 
firearm, c. 269 §10(a), and armed career criminal. The Court rejected the defendant's 
argument that a prior delinquency adjudication does not qualify as a "conviction" since 
G.L. ch 119 §53 states "[p]roceedings against children . . . shall not be deemed criminal 
. . ." The Court followed its holding in Furr, that c. 269 §10G incorporates the definition 
of "violent crime" as defined in c. 140 sec. 121; delinquent acts are included in the 
definition of “violent crime.” The court reasoned that the legislature intended 
delinquency adjudications, as specified in c. 140 §121, to qualify as a prior "conviction" 
under the armed career criminal statute. 
 
  Commonwealth v. Furr, 58 Mass. App. Ct. 155 (2003). The juvenile was indicted 
as a youthful offender for armed career criminal. His prior youthful offender 
adjudications for armed carjacking, kidnapping, armed robbery, and assault and battery 
by means of a dangerous weapon were used as predicate offenses under G.L. c. 269 
§10G, armed career criminal.  
 

Commonwealth v. Connor C, 432 Mass. 635 (2000) The juveniles prior 
delinquency adjudication for possession of a firearm under G.L. c. 269 §10 (a) was 
considered a conviction and juvenile could be indicted as a youthful offender for 
possession of a firearm, subsequent offense under c. 269 § 10(d).  To arrive at this 
decision, the Court considered the 1996 amendments to G.L. c. 119 which specifically 
included c. 269, § 10(d) (the subsequent offense provision) as one of the enumerated 
charges upon which the Commonwealth could seek direct indictment of a child as a 
youthful offender.  The Court concluded that, because the legislature included § 10(d) in 
its youthful offender statute, then it intended for a finding of delinquency to count as a 
conviction for the purposes of this statute – otherwise that provision would have no 
meaning.  Id at 643-643. The Court noted that its holding was to be narrowly construed 
to only these specific statutory provisions and that it still adhered to its “long-standing 
jurisprudence that an “adjudication” that a child has violated a law generally is not a 
“conviction” of a crime.”  Id. at 646. 
 

Commonwealth v. Valiton, 432 Mass. 647 (2000). The defendant’s prior 
admission, on a delinquency charge, for operating a motor vehicle under the influence 
of alcohol, was used as a predicate for operating under the influence, second offense in 
adult court. When the juvenile admitted, for the first time in juvenile court, he was 
ordered to receive counseling and an evaluation at an alcohol treatment center. When 
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the defendant was charged with operating under the influence, second offense, in adult 
court, the court held that his prior “treatment” was tantamount to him being assigned to 
an alcohol education, treatment or rehabilitative program and therefore he could be 
subjected to the enhanced penalty 

 
Juvenile adjudications were not used to enhance penalties in the following two cases: 
 

U.S. v McGhee, 651 F.3d 153 (2011).  The U.S. First Circuit Court of Appeals 
held that a defendant’s prior adjudication as a youthful offender for armed robbery did 
not count as a “career offender” predicate pursuant to U.S.S.G §4B1.1(a).  The career 
offender statute mandates enhanced penalties for defendants with two prior drug or 
felony convictions and reads in relevant part:   “A conviction for an offense committed 
prior to age eighteen is an adult conviction if it is classified as an adult conviction under 
the laws of the jurisdiction in which the defendant was convicted.”  Because 
“Massachusetts' nomenclature clearly distinguishes between youthful offenders and 
adults, and to the extent that objective criteria apply, the treatment accorded under state 
law is significantly different than that given adult offenders.” Id., at 158. The Court 
concluded that “Massachusetts has "classified" "youthful offender" adjudications 
differently from "adult convictions," and McGhee's adjudication is not a career offender 
predicate.” Id. 
 

Commonwealth v. Anderson, 461 Mass. 616 (2012) – the SJC held that a 
youthful offender adjudication was not a “crime” but rather an “act of juvenile 
delinquency” requiring the Commonwealth to prove the additional element that the act 
involved the use or possession of a dangerous weapon in order for the prior 
adjudication to serve as a predicate for enhanced penalties under 269, §10G(c).  As 
such, the defendant’s previous youthful offender adjudication for unarmed carjacking 
could not be used as a penalty enhancement.  In its decision, the Court reiterated that 
youthful offender statute “’did not eviscerate the longstanding principle that the 
treatment of children who offend our laws are not criminal proceedings . . . the 
distinction our law recognizes between child and adult adjudication exists partly to avoid 
the infringement of a child’s constitutional rights, and partly to avoid the attachment of 
criminal stigma to children who may be amenable to rehabilitation.’”  Quoting 
Commonwealth v. Connor C., 432 Mass. 635, 641-642 (2000). 

 
 

14. Federal Sentencing Guidelines 
 
In United States v. Booker, 125 S. Ct. 738 (2005) the Supreme Court held that the 
Federal Sentencing Guidelines are not mandatory , however, they are advisory and the 
sentencing court is required to consider the guideline ranges. See also, 18 USCS § 
3553. 

Juvenile Adjudications can be used to enhance sentencing under the federal sentencing 
guidelines. U.S. Sentencing Guidelines Manual §4A1.2:  
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 (d) Offenses Committed Prior to Age Eighteen 
 (1) If the defendant was convicted as an adult and received a sentence of 
 imprisonment exceeding one year and one month, add 3 points under §4A1.1(a) 
 for each such sentence. 
 (2) In any other case, 
 (A) add 2 points under §4A1.1(b) for each adult or juvenile sentence to 
 confinement of at least sixty days if the defendant was released from such 
 confinement within five years of his commencement of the instant offense;  
 (B) add 1 point under §4A1.1(c) for each adult or juvenile sentence imposed 
 within five years of the defendant’s commencement of the instant offense not 
 covered in (A). 
Commentary: 

7. Offenses Committed Prior to Age Eighteen. Section 4A1.2 (d) covers offenses 
committed prior to age eighteen. Attempting to count every juvenile adjudication would 
have the potential for creating large disparities due to the differential availability of 
records. Therefore, for offenses committed prior to age eighteen, only those that 
resulted in adult sentences of imprisonment exceeding one year and one month, or 
resulted in imposition of an adult or juvenile sentence or release from confinement on 
that sentence within five years of the defendant’s commencement of the instant offense 
are counted. To avoid disparities from jurisdiction to jurisdiction in the age at which a 
defendant is considered a "juvenile," this provision applies to all offenses committed 
prior to age 18. 

15. Federal Student Financial Aid - 20 USC § 1091 et. seq. 
 
Drug convictions (possession or selling) will affect one’s eligibility for federal financial 
aid, if the conviction occurred while receiving federal student aid (grants, loans and/or 
work study. However, drug convictions that occurred before the student reach age 18, 
unless tried as an adult, do not count as convictions. http://www.fafsa.ed.gov. (go to 
Student Aid Eligibility Worksheet) 
 
§ 1091.  Student eligibility: 
 
 (r) Suspension of eligibility for drug-related offenses. 
 
    (1) In general. A student who is convicted of any offense under any  Federal or 
 State law involving the possession or sale of a controlled substance for 
 conduct that occurred during a period of enrollment for which the student was 
 receiving any grant, loan, or work assistance under this title shall not be 
 eligible to receive any grant, loan, or work assistance under this title from the 
 date of that conviction for the period of time specified in the following table: 
 
 If convicted of an offense involving:   
 

http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
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 The possession of a controlled substance: Ineligibility period is:   
      First offense  1 year   
     Second offense  2 years   
      Third offense  Indefinite  
 
 The sale of a controlled substance: Ineligibility period is:   
      First offense     2 years   
      Second offense    Indefinite 
 
    (2) Rehabilitation. A student whose eligibility has been suspended under 
 paragraph (1) may resume eligibility before the end of the ineligibility period 
 determined under such paragraph if-- 
       (A) the student satisfactorily completes a drug rehabilitation program that-- 
           (i) complies with such criteria as the Secretary shall prescribe in   
  regulations  for purposes of this paragraph; and 
           (ii) includes two unannounced drug tests; or 
       (B) the conviction is reversed, set aside, or otherwise rendered nugatory. 
 
    (3) Definitions. In this subsection, the term "controlled substance" has the 
 meaning given the term in section 102(6) of the Controlled  Substances Act (21 
 U.S.C. 802(6)). 
 
 
16. Youthful Offender 
 
A prior commitment to the Department of Youth Services is one of the elements 
necessary for indictment as a youthful offender. 
 
 "Youthful offender," a person who is subject to an adult or juvenile 

sentence for having committed, while between the ages of fourteen and 
eighteen, an offense against a law of the commonwealth which, if he were 
an adult, would be punishable by imprisonment in the state prison, and (a) 
has previously been committed to the department of youth services, or (b) 
has committed an offense which involves the infliction or threat of serious 
bodily harm in violation of law, or (c) has committed a violation of 
paragraph (a), (c) or (d) of section ten or section ten E of chapter two 
hundred and sixty-nine; provided that, nothing in this clause shall allow for 
less than the imposition of the mandatory commitment periods provided in 
section fifty-eight of chapter one hundred and nineteen. G.L c. 119, § 52. 

 
 
17. Adjudications can be Used for Impeachment Purposes 
 
Delinquency adjudications can be used for impeachment purposes in subsequent 
delinquency and criminal proceedings to the same extent as prior adult convictions. G.L. 
c. 119, § 60. 
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18. Firearm License 
 
A youthful offender adjudication will prevent one’s ability to obtain a firearm license. G.L. 
c. 140, § 122.  Additionally, enumerated delinquency and youthful offender 
adjudications will prevent one’s ability to obtain a firearm identification card or may 
prevent one’s ability to obtain a firearm’s license within a five year period from the 
adjudication or release from confinement or supervision, whichever is later. G.L c. 140, 
§ 129B 
 

19. Community Based Juvenile Justice Programs  

 G.L. c. 12, § 32 authorizes district attorneys to operate “roundtable” discussions to 
address juvenile justice and identify cases as “priority prosecution.” In addition to a 
representative from the district attorneys office, the local school, police, probation and 
court personnel are included in these community based program as well as the 
department of youth services and department of children and families, where 
appropriate.  Children and their parents are not included at these meetings. Weekly 
meetings are held to discuss events and/or individuals which pose a threat to the 
schools, neighborhoods or communities.  
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