Committee for Public Counsel Services

Children and Family Law Division
 (617) 482-6212 / www.publiccounsel.net

The Committee for Public Counsel Services is accepting applications for the Children and Family Law (“CAFL”) Appellate Panel Certification Training.
Qualifications:

Applicants must have the following minimum qualifications: 

(i) Demonstrated proficiency in legal research and writing; and 
(ii) At least one of the following:
a. Two years of child welfare/state intervention trial experience;

b. Primary authorship of two or more appellate briefs in other subjects;

c. A recent judicial clerkship, substantial editing experience for a law journal, publication of a law journal article, or other substantial research and writing experience.

Admission into the training is competitive and not all applicants will be admitted.  
Please Note:  During the first year after the certification training, newly certified attorneys are expected to take at least one appellant and one appellee assignment.  Panel members should expect to spend about 100-250 hours on each CAFL appeal.
Required Training:

Applicants must be admitted to the Massachusetts bar.   Admission into the training is competitive and not all applicants will be admitted.  All admitted applicants must attend the four-day CAFL appellate training program scheduled for January 30, February 1, 6, and 8, 2024 via webinar.  Each day's training will run from approximately 9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  The on line training includes a mix of substantial self-directed learning and live Zoom sessions. The self-directed learning will include watching recorded videos, reading articles, and completing written assignments.  Some of this work must be completed before the training begins; the rest must be done between the live sessions.  You should expect at least 5-6 hours of work per week, in addition to the live sessions. There will also be a short training orientation via Zoom on January 24, 2024 from 4:00-5:00 p.m.
CPCS actively seeks to diversify its private attorney panel membership.  
The registration fee for the four-day training is $250 which includes all materials.  Please do not submit payment until after receiving confirmation that you have been accepted into the training, at which point you will receive payment instructions.  

Application Submission Instructions:
Applications are due on December 11, 2023, but will be accepted on a rolling basis until the training is filled.  To be considered, you must submit a completed application to CAFLTraining@publiccounsel.net.  Your application must include:

(i) Answers to all questions in the application;

(ii) A current resume;

(iii) Two writing samples totaling no more than 100 pages.  Please see paragraph 16 of the Application for more details.  
(iv) Two completed reference forms.  You can include them in your package, or the references can email them separately.  A blank reference form is attached at the end of this application.
In the subject line of your email, please put “[Applicant’s Name] – CAFL Appeals.”
We will not review incomplete applications.  

Further Information:

Kindly direct any questions to Abigail Salois, Supervising Staff Attorney, CPCS/CAFL Appellate Panel Support Unit, at:  asalois@publiccounsel.net. 

. 
Committee for Public Counsel Services
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 (617) 482-6212/ www.publiccounsel.net

CAFL Appellate Certification Training - Application
1. Your information:

Name:
Law firm (if different):
Office address:
Preferred phone number:       

E-mail address: 

BBO number: 


Date of admission to Massachusetts Bar: 

Date of admission to other bars:


Law school and date of graduation: 

2.
Please attach a current resume describing your education and employment history.
3. 
Please explain why you have applied for membership on the CAFL appellate panel.  

4.
Are you currently a member of the CAFL trial panel?  If so, please briefly describe your CAFL experience.  If you have a CAFL trial panel mentor, or had one within the last three years, please identify them.
5.
Are you currently a member of any other CPCS trial or appellate panel?  If so, please briefly describe your experience on that panel.  If you have a mentor for that panel, or had one within the last three years, please identify them.
6.
Please list the last five appeals (final or single justice) in which you have participated.  Explain in one or two sentences your involvement in each appeal.

7.
Please describe your trial experience, if any, in a brief paragraph.
8.
Please list any appellate skills training or writing programs that you have attended within the last five years, including approximate dates.
9. Please describe any other experience not included on your resume representing or working with children, adolescents, and families.  

10. (a) 
Have you ever been disbarred, suspended, reprimanded, admonished, censured, or otherwise formally disciplined, publicly or privately, as an attorney, as a member of any other profession or as a holder of any public office, whether in Massachusetts or elsewhere?  If so, please explain.

(b) 
Have you ever been removed from a CPCS panel, suspended, or otherwise disciplined by CPCS for any period?  If so, please explain.

(c) 
Are any charges or complaints now pending before any court or agency (including but not limited to CPCS)  concerning your conduct as an attorney, as a member of any other profession, or as a holder of any public office, whether in Massachusetts or otherwise?  If so, please explain.

11. 
Do you speak any foreign languages?  If so, what is your level of fluency?

12. 
CPCS is committed to assuring that the panel of CAFL appellate attorneys is sensitive to the diversity of the client population it serves.  What background, experience, and perspectives would you bring to the panel that further this goal?

13.
Please estimate the number of hours you believe you can devote to CAFL appellate practice each year.
14.
How did you hear about the CAFL Appellate Panel [please check all that apply]:

[  ]  While practicing as CAFL trial attorney

[  ]  While practicing on other CPCS panel

[  ]  Appellate clerk recruitment webinar
[  ]  Other recruitment webinar or meeting (please specify briefly):

[  ]  CPCS/CAFL website

[  ]  Bar association notice/publication/meeting
[  ]  Law school notice/publication/meeting (career services, other)

[  ]  Word of mouth

[  ]  Other (please specify briefly):  

15. 
Please include two legal writing samples totaling no more than 100 pages.  If you are submitting a brief, please include the entire brief, including the cover page and tables of contents and authorities (but not the appendices).  If your samples include the name or work of other attorneys, identify the portions you wrote and explain whether anyone else edited your work.  Please do not include court investigator or GAL reports.  Appellate briefs and legal memoranda concerning family law issues are preferred.  If you authored a draft of a brief that was edited by another attorney, if possible please submit the draft you authored without that attorney’s edits. If you are submitting a motion or single justice petition/memorandum of law based on a model, please explain which portions you authored.
16. 
Please include two references (please see form on the following pages).    References must have knowledge of your qualifications, character, integrity, thoroughness, and research and writing abilities.  You may include the references in your package, or references can email them directly to us.  Email instructions are at the end of the reference form.  Please inform the references that the deadline is December 11, 2023.  We may contact your references.
I hereby certify that the information provided above is true and correct.

________________             ___________________________________________
Date: _________________

Signature: _________________________







Committee for Public Counsel Services

Children and Family Law Division

(617) 482-6212 / www.publiccounsel.net

Reference in Support of CAFL Appellate Certification Training Applicant
________________________________ [name of applicant] has applied for inclusion on the Committee for Public Counsel Services’ panel of attorneys who are certified to handle appeals of child welfare/state intervention cases.  The applicant has given your name as a reference.  Kindly provide us with the following information by the application deadline of December 11, 2023.   Further instructions are at the end of the reference. 
1. Please state your name and phone number.
2. How long have you known the applicant?
3. In what capacity have you worked (or been associated) with the applicant?

4. Please assess the applicant’s abilities in the following areas.  Please be as detailed as possible and give examples, where appropriate.
A. Writing ability:

B.  
Research ability:

C.  
Ability to spot legal issues:
D.  
Knowledge of the law regarding child welfare/state intervention (care and protection, termination of parental rights, guardianship of a minor, adoption, and status offense) cases: 

E. Ability to organize time and meet deadlines:
F. Areas for improvement:

5. Briefly summarize your evaluation of the applicant’s ability to handle appeals.  If you are unable to comment on the applicant’s ability to handle appeals, please comment on the applicant’s general legal abilities.
Kindly email this reference as a Word or PDF attachment to:

CAFLTraining@publiccounsel.net.  

In the subject line, please put “Reference for [Applicant] – CAFL Appeals”
