[Counsel’s letterhead]
September 13, 2019
IMPOUNDED

Joseph Stanton, Clerk
Appeals Court

John Adams Courthouse
One Pemberton Square
Boston, MA 02108

Re:
Care and Protection of __________________

Docket No. _________
Dear Mr. Stanton:

I am filing this letter pursuant to Rule 22(c) of the Massachusetts Rules of Appellate Procedure in response to a question asked by Justice Henry at oral argument on September 13, 2019.  A motion for leave to file this letter has been simultaneously filed with this Court. 
Justice Henry asked each counsel whether a Juvenile Court judge has authority to order DCF to provide specific services if services to reunify are insufficient.  In addition to Adoption of Walt, 478 Mass. 212 (2017), that I cited to at hearing, G.L. c. 119, § 29B also provides express authority to judges to make any orders that conduce to the child’s best interests.  In pertinent part, G.L. c. 119, § 29B(d) reads: “In conducting a permanency hearing, the court may make any appropriate order as may be in the child or the young adult’s best interests including, but not limited to, orders with respect to care or custody. At the same time, the court shall consider the provisions of section 29C, and shall make the written certification and determinations required by said section 29C. The health and safety of the child or young adult shall be of paramount, but not exclusive, concern.” (emphasis added)
Sincerely,
[Counsel]
Cc/


Certificate of Service

I, __________________,  do hereby state that on this date I did serve a copy of this Rule 22(c) letter on all counsel of record by delivering the same through e-service on the Tyler portal.
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