

Joint Training for Judges, Lawyers and Social Workers on the ABA Child Safety Guide 

The SJC’s Court Improvement Program is hosting a webinar series on the ABA’s Child Safety: A Guide for Lawyers and Judges.  The training is free and open to all CAFL private attorneys and staff, DCF attorneys and clinical staff, and judges of the Juvenile and Probate and Family Court.  The Guide provides a structured framework for making decisions about whether or not a child is safe at home, by analyzing existing threats, the vulnerabilities of the particular child, and any protective factors in the family. The Guide provides tools for assessing when an in-home safety plan is sufficient, and if a child must be removed, determining what steps need to be taken before a child can be returned home. It provides objective criteria, in place of intuition, bias and gut feelings.  It provides a roadmap for attorneys and social workers proposing a safety plan, challenging reasonable efforts or seeking a child’s return home. The Guide’s concepts and framework align with a new initiative under the Juvenile Court’s Pathways Umbrella focused on structured decision making for judges.  Dates, times and descriptions are below:

· January 21, 2021: 3:00-4:30 ET - Webinar #1 will focus on core concepts associated to safety; safe, unsafe, information collection, danger threats, child vulnerability, and caregiver protective capacities.
· January 27, 2021: 3:00-4:30 ET - Webinar #2 will focus on decision making and the development of in-home safety plans; including discussion of reasonable efforts to prevent removal.
· February 3, 2021: 3:00-4:30 ET - Webinar #3 will focus on out of home safety plans, conditions for return, action plans, and family time between parents and children.
· February 10, 2021: 3:00-4:30 ET - Webinar #4 will focus on the evaluation of change to inform reunification through utilization of an in home safety plan.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Participants are encouraged to review the Safety Guide prior to attending the webinar. 
Attached here:  [Guide] & [Appendices] 

Register in advance for this webinar series:  https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_jXc_HqEuQDScyLcJC1wNIg
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the webinar.
