Committee for Public Counsel Services

Mental Health Litigation Division
44 Bromfield Street, Boston, MA 02108

The Mental Health Litigation Division of the Committee for Public Counsel Services is accepting applications for the Mental Health Litigation Division (“MHLD”) Appellate Panel Certification Training
Qualifications:

Applicants must have the following minimum qualifications: 

(i) Demonstrated proficiency in legal research and writing; and 
(ii) At least one of the following:
a. Two years of mental health trial experience;

b. Primary authorship of two or more appellate briefs in other subjects;

c. A recent appellate clerkship, substantial editing experience for a law journal, or publication of a law journal article.

Admission into the training is based on qualifications and not all applicants will be admitted.  
Required Training:

Admitted applicants must attend the three-day MHLD appellate training program on October 2, 3, and 4, 2019 at the Registry of Deeds in Worcester, Massachusetts.  The registration fee for the three-day training is $125, which includes all materials.  Please do not submit payment until after receiving confirmation that you have been accepted into the training, at which point you will receive payment instructions.  
(Current members of the Mental Health Litigation Trial Panel in good standing are encouraged, but not required, to attend Day One of the training, which will be a “MH 101” course.)
Application Submission Instructions:
To be considered, you must submit a completed application via e-mail to: ktalley@publiccounsel.net  by August 30, 2019.  Your application must include:

(i) Answers to all questions in the application;

(ii) A current resume;

(iii) Two writing samples totaling no more than 100 pages.  If you are submitting a brief, please include the entire brief, including the cover page and tables of contents and authorities.  If your samples include the name or work of other attorneys, you must identify the portions you wrote and explain whether anyone else edited your work.  
Further Information:

For further information regarding the appellate panel certification process, please contact Karen Talley at (508) 583-0560 or ktalley@publiccounsel.net.
Committee for Public Counsel Services

Mental Health Litigation Division

44 Bromfield Street, Boston, MA 02108

Appellate Certification Training Application
1.
Name

Law Firm

Office Address 

Telephone       

Fax 

E-Mail Address 

2.
BBO Number 


Date of admission to Mass. Bar 

Date of admission to other Bars


Law school and date of graduation 

3.
Please attach a current resume describing your education and employment history.
4. 
Please briefly state the reasons you have applied for membership on the MH appellate panel.  

5.
Are you currently a member of the MH trial panel?  If so, please briefly describe your MH trial experience.  If you have/had a MH trial panel mentor, please identify him/her.
6.
Please describe your trial experience (of any type) in a brief paragraph.
7. 
Are you currently a member of the CPCS post-conviction panel, the CAFL appeals panel, the SORB/SDP appeals panel, or the juvenile (YAD) appeals panel?  If so, please briefly describe your post-conviction or appellate panel experience.  If you have/had a post-conviction or appellate mentor, please identify him/her.

7.
Are you currently a member of any other CPCS panel?

8.
Please list the last five appeals in which you have participated.  Explain in one or two sentences your involvement in each appeal.

10. Please list specialized appellate skills training or writing programs that you have attended within the last five years, including sponsors, locations, and approximate dates.
11. Please describe any other experience not included on your resume representing or working with people with mental disabilities.   

12. (a) 
Have you ever been disbarred, suspended, reprimanded, admonished, censured, or otherwise formally disciplined, publicly or privately, as an attorney, as a member of any other profession or as a holder of any public office, whether in Massachusetts or elsewhere?  If so, please explain.

(b) 
Have you ever been removed from a panel, suspended, or otherwise disciplined by CPCS for any period?  If so, please explain.

(c) 
Are any charges or complaints now pending before any court or agency (including but not limited to CPCS) concerning your conduct as an attorney, as a member of any other profession, or as a holder of any public office, whether in Massachusetts or otherwise?  If so, please explain.

13. Do you speak any foreign languages?  If so, what is your level of fluency?

14. CPCS is committed to assuring that the panel of MH appellate attorneys is sensitive to the diversity of the client population it serves.  What background, experience, and perspectives would you bring to the panel that further this goal?

15. Please enclose two legal writing samples totaling no more than 100 pages.  If you are submitting a brief, please include the entire brief, including the cover page and tables of contents and authorities (but do not include any appendices).  If your samples include the name or work of other attorneys, please identify the portions you wrote and explain whether anyone else edited your work.  
16. Please provide the names and contact information for two references with knowledge of your qualifications, professional ethics, and research and writing abilities.  
I hereby certify that the information provided in connection with the above questions is true and correct.

_________________             ___________________________________________
Date


Signature







