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CHILD REQUIRING ASSISTANCE APPEAL OF FINAL JUDGMENT 

Request for Relief
[Child’s first name & last initial]
 (“Child”), the subject of the underlying G.L. c. 119, § 39E Child Requiring Assistance (“CRA”) petition, appeals under
G.L. c. 119, § 39I and G.L. c. 231, § 118 from the Juvenile Court’s final order in this matter.
 Child requests that this Court vacate the Juvenile Court’s _______, 2018 order finding her to be a Child Requiring Assistance.  
[This section should provide a brief overview of the case’s procedural and factual background. You can include more details in the accompanying memorandum of law.]  On [date], the ______ School District (“School District”) filed an application under G.L. c. 119, § 39E alleging that the Child is “habitually truant” as defined in G.L. c. 119, § 21.
 A2.
 A preliminary hearing was held on [date], at which time the application was accepted. A2.  A fact-finding hearing (trial) was held on [date], and on that same day, the court found that Child was habitually truant and adjudicated her a Child Requiring Assistance. A3. This order was not reduced to writing.
There was little dispute over the facts of this case. A6. Child had been enrolled in but was not attending school during the 2017-2018 school year. A20. Her absence was the result of a number of medical and emotional problems that she has been struggling to manage for years. A79,96. The parties agreed – as did the trial judge – that Child wanted to attend school and was motivated to engage in services. A9. Further, the judge found that Child was receiving the appropriate services and support from her parents and the School District. A8-9.
Child now respectfully asks that this Court vacate the Juvenile Court’s final judgment and order the lower court to dismiss the application. Child has attached her Memorandum of Law in support of her request.
Issue of Law
[You may have one or more issues of law. The order of issues listed here should match the order in which you address them in the memorandum of law.]
To be deemed “habitually truant” under G.L. c. 119, § 39E, a child must “willfully” fail to attend school. Child’s absence from school was due to her medical and emotional issues, not because she wanted to miss school. Did the court err in adjudicating her a CRA when her failure to attend school was not willful?
Statement Regarding Reconsideration
Child does not intend to seek reconsideration in the Juvenile Court. This is an appeal of final orders and determinations of the Juvenile Court pursuant to G.L. c. 119, § 39I and G.L. c. 231, § 118.  
Relief Requested
Child respectfully requests this Court:
(a) Vacate the CRA adjudication; 
(b) Remand to the Juvenile Court with instruction to dismiss the case; and

(c) Grant such other relief as this Court deems just and proper.
Request for Oral Argument
Child respectfully requests an oral argument before the Single Justice in this matter.  As grounds for her request, Child notes that this is a final appeal of a Child Requiring Assistance adjudication pursuant to G.L. c. 119, § 39I and G.L. c. 231, § 118. Because this is a final appeal, there is no other opportunity for argument. 

Dated:  
Respectfully submitted,
_________, [Child],

By her attorney,

______________________

[signature block]
� The Parties’ last names are withheld in accordance with Rule 16(m) of the Massachusetts Rules of Appellate Procedure.





� This Court has the authority under G.L. c. 119, § 39I and G.L. c. 231, § 118 to hear final appeals in CRA matters and issue dispositive rulings. 


� A habitually truant child is “a school-aged child, not excused from attendance under the lawful and reasonable regulations of such child's school, who willfully fails to attend school for more than 8 school days in a quarter.”  G.L. c. 119, § 21.


	


� References to the Record Appendix are denoted “A” followed by the page number.
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