Committee for Public Counsel Services

Children and Family Law Division


CPCS CERTIFICATION TRAINING TO REPRESENT CHILDREN 
IN CHILD REQUIRING ASSISTANCE (CRA) CASES

February 12-13, 2018 in Worcester, MA
Applications must be received no later than:  Monday, December 18, 2017

The Children and Family Law Division of the Committee for Public Counsel Services is seeking qualified attorneys to represent children in Child Requiring Assistance cases in the Juvenile Court.  Admission to the CRA panel is by application only and requires completion of a two-day training.  Applicants must be members of the Massachusetts Bar, or be admitted to the Bar of another state and be eligible to practice law in Massachusetts.  All attorneys who accept CPCS assignments are required to maintain malpractice insurance.
This training is not intended for attorneys who are currently certified to represent parents and children in CRA cases.  This training is for attorneys who are interested in becoming certified to accept appointments to represent children in CRA cases.  
The CRA Certification Training will take place on February 12-13, 2018 at Community Legal Aid, 405 Main Street, Worcester, MA 01608.  The training will run 9:00 – 5:00 each day.  Attorneys currently on the CPCS list to represent youth in delinquency proceedings may have portions of the training waived (i.e., sessions on adolescent development, school law, etc.).

The registration fee for the two-day training is $80 and includes the MCLE Delinquency & Child Welfare Sourcebook and MCLE’s Child Welfare Practice in Massachusetts.  Please do not submit payment until after receiving confirmation that you have been accepted into the training, at which point you will receive payment instructions.  

Applicants must successfully complete the training course in order to be certified to represent children in CRA cases.  Attorneys who have satisfied the course training requirements are provisionally certified and assigned mentors.  Attorneys must work cooperatively with their mentors as required by the CAFL Mentor Program requirements.  Attorneys remain provisionally certified while they are under mentorship.  Attorneys must complete 4 hours of CAFL-approved continuing legal education each year to remain on the CRA panel.

Application Instructions

The deadline for submission of applications is Monday, December 18, 2017.  Please submit a current resume, along with your application to caflcertificationtraining@publiccounsel.net.   CAFL will notify applicants by mid-January 2017 whether they have been admitted to the training program.  Admission into the training is competitive and not all applicants will be admitted.  Preference will be given to those practicing in areas of the state where the need for additional attorneys is greatest.  

For questions, please email caflcertificationtraining@publiccounsel.net. 
CPCS CERTIFICATION TRAINING TO REPRESENT CHILDREN 

IN CHILD REQUIRING ASSISTANCE (CRA) CASES

APPLICATION
1. First Name:
2. Last Name:
3. Office Address:
4. Telephone:
5. Email address:
6. BBO Number:
7. County(ies) in which you are willing to accept assignments (in order of preference):
8. How many hours on a yearly basis are you willing to commit to represent clients in child requiring assistance cases?
9. Date of admission to Mass Bar:
10. Date and state of other bar admissions:
11. Law School:
12. Date of law school graduation:

13. Why are you interested in this panel?

14. In Massachusetts, attorneys for children in state intervention cases are client directed and represent the child’s wishes, not their best interests.  What challenges might that present for you?
15. Have you applied to the CAFL or CRA (formerly CHINS) panel before, and if so, when?  

16. Were you previously on the CAFL or CRA panel; if so, when?

17. Have you been certified to accept appointments on any other CPCS panel?  If so, please indicate which panels and the approximate dates of service.

18. Please describe your trial experience including: the number of trials, types of cases, length of trials, whether bench or jury, and approximate dates.  

19. Briefly describe any non-legal education or professional experience working with children, adolescents and families (if not described in your resume). 

20. Were you ever disbarred, suspended, reprimanded, censured, or otherwise formally disciplined, publicly or privately, as an attorney, as a member of any other profession, or as a holder of any public office whether in Massachusetts or elsewhere?  If so, please explain.

21. Are any charges or complaints now pending before any court or agency (including CPCS) concerning your conduct as an attorney, or as a member of any profession, or as a holder of any public office, whether in Massachusetts or elsewhere?  If so, please explain.

22. Have you served on any other panel or assignment list of lawyers appointed to represent indigent clients in or outside of Massachusetts?  If so, list each panel and the dates of service. 

23. Have you ever been removed, suspended, or otherwise disciplined regarding your panel service?  If so, please explain.

24. Do you have experience as a GAL, Court Investigator or CASA?  If so, please, describe your experience, including the years of service, types of cases, and approximate number of assignments.

25. Have you ever been removed, suspended, or otherwise disciplined by any court?  If so, please explain.
26. Do you speak any foreign languages?  If so, please describe your level of fluency. 
27. Please describe any experience you have representing or working with indigent people (if not previously described).
28. CPCS is committed to ensuring that the panel of attorneys accepting CAFL assignments is sensitive to the diversity of the client population it serves.  How can you help CPCS achieve this goal?

29. Please provide names of two references, including email addresses and phone numbers.  If you are (or were) on any other CPCS panel, please include, among the references, your current or former supervising attorney and/or mentor.  

30. Please attach a current resume. 
