IMPOUNDED
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
APPEALS COURT

NO.  2014-P-_____
_______________________

ADOPTION OF S. CHILDREN

_______________________
DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN AND FAMILIES
v.

SUSAN S. & another
APPELLANT-MOTHER’S MOTION TO FILE
BRIEF IN EXCESS OF FIFTY PAGES
The appellant-mother, Susan S. (“Mother”), moves this Court, pursuant to Mass. R. App. P. 15(a) and 16(h), to allow her to file her principal brief in excess of fifty pages.  As grounds for this motion, Mother states the following:


The case below involved a nine-day trial including the twenty-one witnesses and sixty-eight trial exhibits.  The record below is quite extensive (including numerous pretrial motions and evidentiary hearings) and includes the testimony of many experts and medical testimony.  Appellate counsel is currently preparing the brief, and the appellate issues include:

1. [List all issues, emphasizing complexity]

3.

Appellate counsel is currently preparing the brief.  The fifty-page limit will impact Mother's due process rights to present an effective appellate brief which adequately addresses the errors at the trial level.  It will also force Mother to choose between viable defenses.  Mother anticipates that she will need no more than sixty (60) pages to properly cover the issues in her principal brief. 


WHEREFORE, Mother requests that she be allowed to file a brief in excess of fifty (50) pages but not more than sixty (60) pages. 

Respectfully submitted,
Susan B., Appellant-Mother                      


__________________________________

___________________________

[counsel’s name] (BBO#______)
[counsel’s address]

(___) ___-____

Date:  August __, 2014
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, ________________, do hereby certify that I served the within Motion by mailing, first class, postage pre-paid, a copy to the all parties of record on August ___, 2014: 
[other counsel]
Signed under the pains and penalties of perjury on 
August __, 2014.

___________________________
[counsel]
1

