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STATUS REPORT ON THE PROGRESS
ROBERTA A.

)
OF SETTLEMENT NEGOTIATIONS
Respondent-Appellant

)
AND MOTION FOR FURTHER STAY
Pursuant to the Order of this Court dated August 5, 2008, Roberta A., Appellant-Mother (“Mother”), by counsel, files this Status Report:  
The parties are in the process of negotiating an open adoption agreement (“Agreement”) which would fully resolve this appeal prior to briefing.  The terms of the agreement have been agreed upon; the parties only await signatures.

On or around June 1, 2008, Child’s counsel informed Mother’s counsel that the preadoptive parents had agreed to sign the open adoption agreement and that they would return the signed, notarized Agreement by mail.
On June 29, 2008, however, Department of Children and Families (“DCF”) counsel informed Mother’s counsel that the agreement required DCF’s further review and revision.  As of this date, counsel has further reviewed, revised, and forwarded the agreement to DCF and Child’s counsel for their approval or additional revision.

The agreement as finalized must be signed and notarized by the preadoptive parents, translated into Spanish and sent to Mother in California.  
Upon Mother’s receipt of the agreement, counsel, through an interpreter, must review the agreement with Mother by telephone.  Mother must then return the signed, notarized agreement to counsel by mail.  Upon receipt of the agreement by counsel, the parties will schedule a hearing before the Juvenile Court for approval.  Counsel estimates that this process will take a minimum of forty-five (45) days.
The child remains placed in a kinship preadoptive home.

For these reasons, Mother requests a further stay of this matter until September 1, 2008, at which time Mother will either (a) file a second status report with this Court or, (b) if the above process is complete and the agreement is signed and approved, request dismissal of the appeal.
Respectfully submitted,

Roberta A. (Mother)
By her Attorney,

[counsel] (BBO#_____)
[counsel’s address]
(___) ___-____
Dated:
July 10, 2008
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