IMPOUNDED

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
APPEALS COURT OF THE COMMONWEALTH
SUFFOLK, SS 
Docket No.: 2014-P-_____
CARE AND PROTECTION OF A. CHILDREN
JOINT STATUS REPORT AND
MOTION TO ESTABLISH BRIEFING SCHEDULE
The appellant-children in the above-referenced matter, Larry and Bernice A. (the “Appellant-Children”), Appellant-Mother and the Department of Children and Families (“DCF”), by way of status report and motion to establish briefing schedule, jointly state that the parties have obtained copies of transcripts of the hearing of Sept. 17, 2013, the unavailability of which was the basis for the previous request for a stay of appellate proceedings, and, therefore, request this Honorable Court to vacate the stay and order a tiered briefing schedule whereby:

1. The deadline for filing Appellant-Mother’s brief will be June 30, 2014;
2. The deadline for filing Appellant-Children’s brief will be July 25, 2014.

3. The deadline for filing DCF’s brief will be August 15, 2014.

As reasons for the parties’ request for this tiered briefing schedule, the parties state the following:

1. The Appellant-Children support the Boston Division of the Suffolk County Juvenile Court’s (the “Trial Court”) termination of Appellant-Mother’s parental rights but appeal from the Trial Court’s failure to order post adoption and post termination visitation with their biological mother.
2. Appellant-Children are therefore appellees as to the termination of mother’s parental rights and appellants as to the issue of visitation.

3. As appellees as to the issue of termination of parental rights, Appellant-Children should be afforded the opportunity, in Appellant-Children’s brief, to address Appellant-Mother’s brief’s arguments as to the issue of termination of parental rights.  

4. DCF, on the other hand, should have the opportunity in its brief to address Appellant-Children’s arguments, as appellants, regarding the issue of visitation.
5. A three step briefing schedule, whereby Appellant-Mother files her brief first, Appellant-Children file their brief second and DCF files its brief last would enable each of the parties to adequately accommodate Appellant-Children’s hybrid position as both appellee and appellant.
For the foregoing reasons, and for the further reasons provided in Appellant-Children’s Affidavit of Counsel attached hereto, the parties request that this Court vacate the stay of appellate proceeding and order that:

(1) Appellant-Mother file her brief by June 30, 2014;

(2) Appellant-Children file their brief by July 25, 2014; and

(3) DCF file its brief by August 15, 2014.

Respectfully Submitted, 



Dated: _______, 2014
Attorney for Appellant Children:

[counsel information]
Tel: (413) 455-5212

Attorney for Appellant Mother:

__________
[counsel information]
Attorney for DCF:

Patricia Casey, BBO #077630
600 Washington Street, 6th Floor


Boston MA 02111

Tel: (508) 910-1000
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
APPEALS COURT OF THE COMMONWEALTH
SUFFOLK, SS 
Docket No.: 2014-P-___
CARE AND PROTECTION OF A. CHILDREN 
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

A copy of the foregoing JOINT STATUS REPORT AND MOTION TO ESTABLISH BRIEFING SCHEDULE and AFFIDAVIT OF COUNSEL attached thereto have this day been delivered by mailing the same, first class postage prepaid, to [party info].
Sworn to under the pains and penalties of perjury on May 28, 2014.

Attorney for Appellant-Children:

___________________________







[Attorney Info.]
