Excerpts of 42 U.S.C. marked to show changes made by the Fostering Connections to Success and Increasing Adoptions Act of 2008 (P.L. 110-351)

§ 675.  Definitions 

As used in this part [42 USCS §§ 670 et seq.] or part B of this title [42 USCS §§ 620 et seq.]:

 

(1) The term "case plan" means a written document which includes at least the following:

.
.
.


(G) A plan for ensuring the educational stability of the child while in foster care, including--

         (i) assurances that the placement of the child in foster care takes into account the appropriateness of the current educational setting and the proximity to the school in which the child is enrolled at the time of placement; and

        (ii) (I) an assurance that the State agency has coordinated with appropriate local educational agencies (as defined under section 9101 of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 [20 USCS § 7801]) to ensure that the child remains in the school in which the child is enrolled at the time of placement; or

            (II) if remaining in such school is not in the best interests of the child, assurances by the State agency and the local educational agencies to provide immediate and appropriate enrollment in a new school, with all of the educational records of the child provided to the school.

.
.
.


 (5) The term "case review system" means a procedure for assuring that—

.
.
.


(H) during the 90-day period immediately prior to the date on which the child will attain 18 years of age, or such greater age as the State may elect under paragraph (8)(B)(iii), whether during that period foster care maintenance payments are being made on the child's behalf or the child is receiving benefits or services under section 477 [42 USCS § 677], a caseworker on the staff of the State agency, and, as appropriate, other representatives of the child provide the child with assistance and support in developing a transition plan that is personalized at the direction of the child, includes specific options on housing, health insurance, education, local opportunities for mentors and continuing support services, and work force supports and employment services, and is as detailed as the child may elect.

§ 677.  John H. Chafee Foster Care Independence Program 


(a) Purpose. The purpose of this section is to provide States with flexible funding that will enable programs to be designed and conducted--

   (1) to identify children who are likely to remain in foster care until 18 years of age and to help these children make the transition to self-sufficiency by providing services such as assistance in obtaining a high school diploma, career exploration, vocational training, job placement and retention, training in daily living skills, training in budgeting and financial management skills, substance abuse prevention, and preventive health activities (including smoking avoidance, nutrition education, and pregnancy prevention);

   (2) to help children who are likely to remain in foster care until 18 years of age receive the education, training, and services necessary to obtain employment;

   (3) to help children who are likely to remain in foster care until 18 years of age prepare for and enter postsecondary training and education institutions;

   (4) to provide personal and emotional support to children aging out of foster care, through mentors and the promotion of interactions with dedicated adults;

   (5) to provide financial, housing, counseling, employment, education, and other appropriate support and services to former foster care recipients between 18 and 21 years of age to complement their own efforts to achieve self-sufficiency and to assure that program participants recognize and accept their personal responsibility for preparing for and then making the transition from adolescence to adulthood;

   (6) to make available vouchers for education and training, including postsecondary training and education, to youths who have aged out of foster care; and

   (7) to provide the services referred to in this subsection to children who, after attaining 16 years of age, have left foster care for kinship guardianship or adoption.
 
