
The Mental Health Litigation Division (MHLD) of the Committee for Public Counsel
Services (CPCS) is accepting applications for a limited number of available slots in our
Spring 2021 Online Guardianship Certification Training – deadline for applications is

February 1, 2021

A guardianship is a substantial deprivation of liberty – under guardianship a person can no
longer legally make their own decisions about many issues, including where to live, what
medical treatment to accept or refuse, and other decisions adults make every day. Because of this
significant infringement on civil rights, respondents are entitled to court-appointed
counsel. There is a great need for certified attorneys to represent these clients and it is rewarding
work. Effective advocacy by attorneys can make a real difference in these cases. You will get
client contact, litigation experience, and the satisfaction of knowing that the some of the most
vulnerable people in the Commonwealth had a lawyer to fight for their rights.

Because we still cannot meet in person during the pandemic, we have reimagined our in-
person training and developed an online guardianship certification course. This course features
new and improved content delivered through a learning management system (Talent LMS),
including asynchronous readings, cases, videos, and short assignments which you do on your
own time and at your own pace in between live class sessions. The live Zoom class sessions will
include Q & A, lectures and discussions, and small group skills exercises. The course concludes
with a mock trial on Zoom where you will be able to practice what you learned in the first part of
the course and get constructive feedback from experienced mental health attorneys before taking
your first guardianship case.

Please review this next section carefully and check your calendars, your work and family
obligations, etc. to make sure this format will work for you before completing the
application!

Program Details and Time Commitment

This first part of the certification course will begin with a live (on Zoom) class session on March
15, 2021 and conclude on April 1, 2021 (see below for all dates and times for live sessions).
The second part of the course is mock trials, to be scheduled the week of April 12-16 to
accommodate all participants.

The breakdown of the expected time commitment is as follows:

 Viewing online lectures, readings, short videos, and other materials, and completing short
assignments on your own in the learning management system: up to eight hours/week
for the three weeks of the first part of the course;

 Participation in six (6) live Zoom class lectures/small group discussions/skills breakout
sessions on Mondays (3/15; 3/22; 3/29) and Thursdays (3/18; 3/25; 4/1) from 2–4
PM;

 One session of mock trials, to be scheduled once everyone is registered.

You must complete the entire course in Talent LMS, attend all live Zoom sessions, and complete
the mock trials to be certified to the Mental Health Litigation Division Guardianship panel. We



expect that you will promptly begin an active guardianship practice and take at least
one guardianship case within six months of successful completion of the certification course.

Application deadline is 5:00 PM February 1, 2021. Please complete the application here:
Spring 2021 Online Guardianship Certification Application

Registration information will be sent to those who are accepted. The cost of the training is $150.
In addition to access to the online course you will receive a copy of the newly revised 7th edition
of the MCLE Mental Health Proceedings in Massachusetts: A Manual for Defense Counsel
(2020).

For any questions, please contact Miriam Ruttenberg at mruttenberg@publiccounsel.net.


