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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
THE TRIAL COURT 

JUVENILE COURT DEPARTMENT 
 
 

County, SS                    DOCKET NO.XXX 
 

________________________________________ 
IN RE:                 ) 
               )    
PERMANENCY FOR YOUNG ADULT          )       
               )     
[YOUTH’S FULL LEGAL NAME]                         )     
(DOB XX/XX/XXX)                                         ) 
________________________________________ )  

 

ORDER OF SPECIAL FINDINGS OF FACT AND RULINGS OF LAW 

 
On motion of the minor child, [FULL NAME OF YOUTH AS LISTED ON BIRTH 

CERTIFICATE], the above-referenced matter came before me, the undersigned Massachusetts 
Juvenile Court Justice, on request for Special Findings of Fact and Rulings of Law. After hearing 
and based on the evidence including, but not limited to, the minor’s sworn affidavit, the exhibits 
provided to the Court, and the attorney’s proffers of evidence, the Court makes the following 
findings of fact and rulings of law:  
 
1. [FULL NAME OF YOUTH AS LISTED ON BIRTH CERTIFICATE], was born on 

xx/xx/xxxx in the [COUNTRY].  [YOUTH] is unmarried.  She resides in a foster home in 
xxx, Massachusetts in the care of her foster family and the Department of Children and 
Families, and under the jurisdiction of this Court. 
 

2. This Court has jurisdiction and authority pursuant to M.G.L. c. 119 §§ 1, 23(f), 29B, 39M 
and G.L. c. 218, § 59 to make determinations about the dependency, custody, care, and best 
interests of juveniles until his or her twenty-second birthday. See also In re Adoption of 
Peggy, 436 Mass. 690, 698 (2002). Pursuant to the Court’s authority in the above-captioned 
case, the Court finds that [YOUTH] is dependent upon this Court for her health, safety, and 
welfare. M.G.L. c. 119 § 39M. 

 
3. [YOUTH] became dependent upon this Juvenile Court pursuant to a Care & Protection 

proceeding (C&P DOCKET No. XXX) on [date of C&P petition]. This Court granted the 
Department of Children and Families physical and legal custody of [YOUTH] and she was 
placed in a foster home in xxx, Massachusetts. 

 
4. [YOUTH] remains in the care of and under the supervision of her foster family and of the 

Comment [CV1]: If you are seeking an amended 
order, the title should read “Amended Order of 
Special Findings of Fact and Rulings of Law” and 
the Judge should sign “So Ordered Nunc Pro Tunc” 
to the date of the original order. 

Comment [CV2]: In a PYA case, you may be 
able to rely on the record of the underlying C&P, and 
DCF reports in the PYA. However, it is important to 
develop record evidence of the home country 
conditions/caregivers available in the home country 
because you must show that it is not in the best 
interest of the child to return to available caregivers 
in the home country, not just that it is in the best 
interest to stay in the United States. Often, a sworn 
affidavit of the child is the easiest way to establish 
this evidence.  

Comment [CV3]: This sample presumes the 
young adult has remained in the foster home 
placement. If young adult is no longer in a foster 
home or group home, focus on the continued care  
and supervision provided by the Department of 
Children and Families through the PYA, monthly 
visits with social workers, foster care reviews, etc. 

Comment [CV4]: It is also possible that the PYA 
arose out of a CRA in which case the order should 
make reference to the underlying CRA proceeding. 
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Department of Children and Families. This Court finds that [YOUTH] remains dependent 
upon this Court for annual review of the youth’s care, health, safety, and well-being and of 
the permanency plan developed by the Department of Children and Families. M. G.L. c. 119 
§ 29B. 

 
5. [YOUTH]’s mother/father/parents, [PARENT’S FULL LEGAL NAME], has 

[abused/abandoned/neglected] him/her under Massachusetts law.  The Massachusetts Code 
of Regulations defines “neglect” as the “failure by a caretaker, either deliberately or through 
negligence or inability, to take those actions necessary to provide a child with minimally 
adequate food, clothing, shelter, medical care, supervision, emotional stability and growth, or 
other essential care . . . .” 110 Mass. Code Regs. 2.00.  [Ex: When [YOUTH] was under their 
care, they failed to ensure that she received an education or routine medical and dental care. 
When she was only fifteen years old, they allowed her to travel alone to neighboring towns 
where she lived and worked unsupervised and uncared for by an adult legal guardian. 
Further, her parents allowed her to travel as an unaccompanied minor to the United States 
without making arrangements for her proper care and protection upon her arrival in the 
United States. After arrival in the Commonwealth, [YOUTH] worked full-time rather than 
attend school, had no health insurance, did not receive routine medical and dental care, and 
lived in a household in which she has allegedly been the victim of rape. As a result of this 
neglect, [YOUTH] came to the attention of the Department of Children and Families when 
two mandated reporters filed 51A Reports of Alleged Abuse or Neglect. See M. G.L. c. 119 § 
51A. Her reunification with [mother/father/both parents] is not viable for the above-stated 
reasons of neglect as defined under the laws of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. In re 
Lillian, 445 Mass. 333, 335 (2005) (parent’s failure to ensure a child’s attendance at school is 
“sufficient to fall under the ‘necessary and proper ... educational care and discipline’ concern 
in §24); Adoption of Sean, 36 Mass. App. Ct. 261, 166 (1994) (parental failure to provide 
proper diet, hygiene, and living conditions may be considered evidence of parental neglect); 
In re Adoption of Thelma, 83 Mass. App. Ct. 1121, review denied, 465 Mass. 1105 (2013) 
(lack of medical care, immunization, and dental care that places a child at risk for serious 
harm may be considered evidence of parental neglect).]  
 

6. Having considered the health, educational, developmental, physical and emotional interests 
of [YOUTH], this Court finds that it is not in her best interest to be returned to [COUNTRY], 
the country of her nationality. See, e.g Care & Protection of Robert & others, 408 Mass. 52, 
62, 65-66 (1990); Petition of the Dep’t. of Pub. Welfare to Dispense with Consent to 
Adoption, 383Mass. 573, 587-92 (1981). Were she to return, she would be at risk of renewed 
neglect by her parents and she has no other available caretakers or supportive family on 
which to rely in her home country. In contrast, were she to remain in the United States, her 
foster family and the Department of Children and families will be able to support her as she 
completes her education and learns to be self-sufficient. Furthermore, she will have 
appropriate health care and dental care, and as a victim of sexual assault, she will be able to 
access continued support from mental health providers. For these reasons, it is in [YOUTH’s] 
best interests to remain in the United States in the care and supervision of her foster family 
and of the Department of Children and Families, and under the jurisdiction and supervision 
of this Court.  
 

Comment [CV5]: Only list the words appropriate 
to your case. Do not list all three basis unless all 
three are factually supported.  

Comment [CV6]: Cite case law, statutes and 
regulations to set out Massachusetts standard for the 
grounds you are alleging. Here is an example set out 
for neglect. 

Comment [CV7]: Include a specific factual 
summary that supports the legal conclusion of 
abuse/abandonment/neglect or other similar basis 

Comment [CV8]: Provide a very clear and 
detailed basis for the best interest determination. 
Factual support for the best interest determination 
should include (1) facts particular to the conduct of 
the parent in the home country if child returns and 
availability of alternative caregivers in home 
country, (2) general conditions in the home country, 
and (3) the benefits of remaining in Massachusetts as 
well as the specific benefits of remaining in the care 
of the Court-ordered legal custodian. 
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7. The above findings were made due to the neglect of [YOUTH] by both her parents in order 
to provide for her safety and well-being, to establish the child’s domicile and residence in 
Massachusetts for purposes of facilitating the child’s access to health care, school, and other 
services, and to protect [YOUTH] from future harm, in accordance with the laws of the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts. M. G.L. c. 119 § 1. 

 
8. With the exception of this written order, the records in the instant proceeding are sealed and 

the proceedings are closed pursuant to M.G. L. c. 119 § 38. 
 

 
 
SO ORDERED.  
 
 
Date :_______________                                __________________________________ 

Honorable Justice  
XXX Juvenile Court 
XXX Division 
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