
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
THE TRIAL COURT 

JUVENILE COURT DEPARTMENT 
 

County, ss. Docket No.  
____________________________________ 
    )           
In the Matter of:    ) 
[CHILD’S FULL LEGAL NAME]             )                      
      A Juvenile.   )      
___________________________________ ) 
 

ORDER OF SPECIAL FINDINGS OF FACT AND RULINGS OF LAW 

 
On motion of the minor child, [FULL NAME OF CHILD AS LISTED ON 

BIRTH CERTIFICATE], the above-referenced matter came before me, the undersigned 
Massachusetts Juvenile Court Justice, on request for Special Findings of Fact and Rulings 
of Law. After hearing and based on the evidence including, but not limited to, the minor’s 
sworn affidavit, the exhibits provided to the Court, and the attorney’s proffers of 
evidence, the Court makes the following findings of fact and rulings of law:  
 

1. The juvenile, CHILD’S NAME, was born on DATE, in CITY, COUNTRY.  
CHILD’S NAME resides in CITY, Massachusetts in XX County in the care of 
[mother/father/other caretaker/DCF] and under the jurisdiction of this Court.  
CHILD’S NAME is not married.   

 
2. This Court has jurisdiction pursuant to G.L. c. 119 §§ 21, 39E-39I, 39M and G.L. 

c. 218, § 59 to make determinations about the dependency, custody, care and 
well-being of children.  See In re Adoption of Peggy, 436 Mass. 690, 699 (2002).  
Pursuant to this Court’s authority in the above-captioned statutes and case law, 
the Court finds that CHILD’S NAME is dependent upon this Court for his/her 
health, safety, and welfare. See M.G.L. c. 119 § 39M. 
 

3. [Depending on whether the court has given custody to DCF, to another caregiver, 
or has allowed the child to remain with one of the parents, select from the 
following:] 
 

The Court has placed CHILD’s NAME in the custody of XX.  CHILD’S 
NAME shall remain in the custody of XX and said child’s custody 
continues under the jurisdiction of this Court. 

 
 OR 
 

The Court has placed CHILD’s NAME in the custody of the Department 
of Children and Families.  CHILD’S NAME shall remain in the custody of 

Comment [CV1]: If you are seeking an 
amended order, the title should read “Amended 
Order of Special Findings of Fact and Rulings of 
Law” and the Judge should sign “So Ordered Nunc 
Pro Tunc” to the date of the original order. 

Comment [CV2]: In a CRA case, you may be 
able to rely on a DCF reports to provide some 
evidence. But it is important to develop record 
evidence of past abuse/abandonment/neglect 
and the home country conditions. Often, a sworn 
affidavit of the child is the easiest way to establish 
this evidence. Affidavits from family members, 
letters from therapists, school officials or others 
who know the child, and reports about conditions 
in the home country could also be attached as 
exhibits.  
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DCF and said child’s custody continues under the jurisdiction of this 
Court. 

 
  OR 
 

The Court has entered a disposition order and has decided to place 
CHILD’S NAME in the custody of [mother/father] subject to conditions 
prescribed by this Court.  CHILD’S NAME shall remain in the custody of 
mother/father and said child’s custody continues under the jurisdiction of 
this Court. 

 
4. CHILD’S NAME’s [mother/father/parents], [abused/abandoned/ neglected] 

her/him by [Add factual summary here describing the abuse, neglect or 
abandonment by the parent and cite case law, statutes, or regulations to clarify 
how actions described above constitute definition of abuse, abandonment, neglect, 
or other similar bases.] 
 

5. For these reasons, this Court finds that CHILD’S NAME’s reunification with 
[one/both of his parents], NAME OF PARENT(S), is not viable due to 
[abuse/abandonment/neglect as defined under the laws of the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts].   

 
6. Having considered the health, educational, developmental, physical and emotional 

interests of CHILD’S NAME, this Court determines that it is not in CHILD’S 
NAME’s best interest to return to her country of nationality, COUNTRY.  See, 
e.g., Care & Protection of Robert & others, 408 Mass. 52, 62, 65-66 (1990) (in 
making a best interests determination, a judge must identify and weigh the 
pertinent factors).  [Add factual summary about best interests]  For these reasons, 
it is in CHILD’S NAME’s best interests to remain in the United States in the 
custody of his/her [mother/father/guardian/agency], NAME OF 
MOTHER/FATHER/GUARDIAN/AGENCY. 
 

7. The above findings were made due to the [abuse/abandonment/neglect] of 
CHILD’S NAME by her/his [mother/father/parents], to provide for her/his safety 
and well-being, to protect CHILD’S NAME from future harm, and to provide 
access to services and benefits for residents of the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts in accordance with the laws of the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts. M. G.L. c. 119 § 1. 
 

8. The records in the instant proceeding shall not be disseminated and the 
proceedings are closed pursuant to the laws of the Commonwealth as pertain to 
juvenile court proceedings. M.G. L. c. 119 § 39E. 
 
 

SO ORDERED.  
 

Comment [EB3]: Only list the words 
appropriate to your case.  Do not say “abused, 
abandoned or neglected." 

Comment [EB4]: Again, list only the 
words/grounds appropriate to your case.  If 
alleging similar grounds, state what it is similar 
to. 

Comment [CV5]: Factual support for the best 
interest determination should include (1) facts 
particular to the conduct of the parent in the home 
country if child returns and availability of alternative 
caregivers in home country,  (2) general conditions 
in the home country, and (3) the benefits of 
remaining in Massachusetts as well as the specific 
benefits of remaining in the care of the Court-
ordered legal custodian. 

Comment [AK6]: Again, list only the 
words/grounds appropriate to your case.  
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Honorable 
___________________________ 
Massachusetts Juvenile Court 

       XXXX Division  
 
 
Date:_____________________________  
 


