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CAPTIONS 

Always check your captions before filing briefs and motions with the 
Appeals Court.  Taking a few extra minutes to get it right does make a 
difference.   

Appeals Court Clerk Joseph Stanton has instructed us to caption our 
briefs as follows: 

 For termination appeals, use “Adoption of Lisa S.” (where Lisa S. is 
the only subject child) or “Adoption of S. Children” (if all children 
have the same “S.” last name).  If the children have different last 
names, you should use “Adoption of Lisa S. and Mia M.”  

 For care and protection/permanent custody appeals, use “Care and 
Protection of Lisa S.,” “Care and Protection of Lisa S. and Mia M.,” 
or “Care and Protection of S. Children” 

 For guardianship appeals, use “Guardianship of Lisa S.,” 
“Guardianship of Lisa S. and Mia M.,” or “Guardianship of S. Chil-
dren” 

 For CRA appeals, use “Matter of Lisa S.” 

The Appeals Court captions all of its orders and notices as “Department 
of Children and Families v. Sarah L.”  You can use that caption, too, on 
any motions filed in the Appeals Court prior to briefing.  But don’t use 
that caption for briefs. 

And remember, please, please, please never use last names of parents 
and children on the cover (or in the text) of your brief.   

 

APPEALS COURT JUSTICE DATABASE 

Some Appeals Court justices are active questioners at oral argument; 
some are not.  Some get angry if you argue facts outside of the record; 
some are happy to go there.  A few have even been known to ask chil-
dren’s counsel when they last saw their clients.  Want to know about the 
justices on your panel?  Of course you do, and so do we!  To make that 
happen, we need your help.   

We’re inviting you to send in comments about common questions the 
Appeals Court justices ask at argument, as well as pet peeves or pecca-
dillos they seem to have.  We will organize feedback for each justice and 
provide it to you upon request.  All feedback will be anonymous, 
and this will not be a publically available document.   

Please email Ann Narris at anarris@publiccounsel.net with your com-
ments or to request information about your judges.  There may be some 
ramp-up time involved with this, so please be patient.   

 

 

CALL TO ACTION: 

The success of our 

Appeals Court Jus-

tice Database de-

pends on you!  Please 

send us comments 

about your experi-

ence with your panel.  

Your comments will 

be kept anonymous.    

 

 


