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. Murder convictions were re-
versed in four cases Carol Dono-
van handled as a public defender
representing indigent clients. ‘

“For any appenate litigator,
that would be pretty special” said

her boss, William Leahy, chief

counsel for the Committee for
Public Counsel Services. “For Car-
ol itsafootnote”

- An appeﬂate attorney for more
than 90 years, Dr. Donovan de-

 fended the constitutional rights of

_the most vulnerable and the most
loathed people who appear in
court. She was a zealous advocate
for children in state custody, buf-
feted by a legal system they could
not fathom. And in the face of bar-
barous public eriticism, she also
represented what her husband,
Robert Lange, called “the people
that society would just throw in
the garbage” — convicted murder-
ers, accused rapists, and sex of-
fenders.

Dr. Donovan, whose work
helped promp’c courts and law-

makers to pay closer attention to

the due process rights of everyone
from children to those convicted
of sex crimes, died Feb. 18 in her
Wayland home. She was 55 and
had been diagno’sed with brain
caneer 745 years 4go.

“1aws and judges and mhngs

and governmental actions had to

pass the Carol Donovan test,” Lea-
hy said. “And that test was are they
wise, are they effective, are they
fair, and are they faxrly applied.

And if they didn’t pass that fest,

she was on them like a laser”
_The second of 10 children,
Carol Ann Donovan was born in

Pittsburgh, and as a child aftend-

ing Catholic schools, she already

showed signs of the drive that

would impress fiture calleagues
“She started reading at a very

_to all the other kids. . .
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55 lawyer worked for soc1et§f S outcasts

mamage ? he said. ’ﬂley mamed
in 1999 after Dr. Donovan Was di-
agnosed with cancer.

In 1982 she began her law ca-
reer as an associate at Zalkind and
Sheketoff in Boston and switched
to the Committee for Public Coun-
sel Services in 1985, where she
had been special litigation director
in the public defender dmsmn
since 1995,

“As a lawyer, not many people

. knew she had a doctorate in phi-

CAROL DONGVAN

early age . sald her older sxster,
Mary Pat of San Anselmo, Calif.

. “She used to take her little books

with her to kindergarten and read

wanted to think of akid who was a
Type A, it was Carol?

She graduated from Carnegie
Mellon University in Pittsburgh in
1972 with a bachelor’s degree and
in 1974 with a mas’cer s, both in
phﬂasophy

Caught up in the spmt of the
era, “she was always very socially
minded and into social justice,”
her sister said. “That was a very
strong thread that went through
herentire work” -

Dr. Donovan received a doctor-
ate in philesophy from the Univer-
sity of Pittsburgh in 1977 and
tanght at Brandeis University and
the University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill. She found academia
unappealing, however, and left to
geta degree from Yale Law School
intg82.

She et Lange Whlle at Bra.n-
deis and embarked on a 29-year
relationship - sometimes togeth-
er, sometimes not in the early
years. “We were one of those cou-
ples who just didn’t bother with

.Hyouever

losophy and logic, but you could
tell in the way she wrote and in the

way that she had a laser like focus
on the issues.’ Leahy said. “She

really could go for the jugular,
which made her tremendously
successful as an appellata htlga-
mr”

Her htxgauon on behalf of cli-

ents listed on the state’s Sex Of
fender Registry helped prompt the
state to institute individual hear-
ings before each person was classi-
fied according to the potential risk
of committing a new crime.
Armed with studies and statistics,
she was highly critical of the regis-
try’s basic approach. '

“The people who are most hke-

1y to perpetrate crimes against

children are not people whose
names are likely to be in this regis-
try; she told the Globe in 2004,
“To me, it's an ugly approach to
public safety — ‘agly and unhkely
towork” ,

Though driven at work, she “al-
ways took the time to sit down on
a bench for a sandwich or deliver a

 pithy observation about a reeent
movie or observe the activity ofa

hummingbird,” Leahy wrote ina
tribute, adding that by example
she was a mentor for many col-
leagues professmnaﬁy and person—

ally.

Dr. Donovan had structured
her work so it would not interfere

with the time she devoted to her

daughters, Anme and Nom
“She never wqued on week-
ends or nights the whole time she

did this incredible legal work that

everyone was so impressed with,’
herhusbandsaid. ~

 Still, he said, despite a Iegal ca-
reer marked by successes, “she

_ never felt that this was kind of a

permanent accomphshment be-
‘cause the Legislature can change
the laws and politics can swing
back this way or swing back that
way, so the work is never really
done

Several years ago, Dr. Donovan
and her husband were silent as

they left a theater after watching

“Dead Man Walking” the movie
about a nun who gives spiritual
sustenance to a prisoner on death

_row and the families of his murder

victims.
“And finally CaroI started cry—

ing. And she said, 9 don't have to

pray for them She doesn t have to
defend them. I can never do
enough for them,” said her hus-

‘band. “She spent years of her life

trying to help these poor guys who
did something 20 years ago try to
get their lives back. She believed in
redemption. She believed people
should have a chanee 1o get then'
lives going again.” ~

In addition to her husband and
daughters who live in Wayland,
and her sister Mary Pat, Dr. Dono-
van leaves her mother, Ekizabeth
(Reinhart) of Pittsburgh; five sis-
ters, Elizabeth of Wellesley, Col-
ieen Hartof Seattle, Nellie of Santa
Cruz, Calif, and Suzanne and An-
nie, both of Washington, D.C:and
four brothers, James of Ross,
Calif, John of Saratoga, Calif, Mi-
chael of Ellicott City, Md,, and Tim
of Hingham.

_ Amemorial service will be held
at 2 p.m. Saturday in First Parish
Unitarian Church in Wayland Cen-
ter. ' - ‘




