CHILDREN AND FAMILY LAW DIVISION
COMMITTEE FOR PUBLIC COUNSEL SERVICES

NITA Trial Skills Training Program for Child Welfare Attorneys
November 1-4, 2010
Once again, CPCS is offering the opportunity for a number of our private panel attorneys to participate in an intensive four-day trial skills training program designed specifically for child welfare attorneys by the National Institute of Trial Advocacy and the National Association of Counsel for Children.  CPCS-CAFL and DCF are co-sponsoring this training program with funding from the SJC’s Court Improvement Project.  Together, participants from DCF and CAFL will actively participate in small group exercises to improve their trial skills.  We have brought the nationally recognized NITA Rocky Mountain training to sea level!  If you are willing to contribute the time and effort, we will provide the training, materials, and expertise at no expense to you.  We are looking for litigators who are dedicated to the child welfare field and want to improve their trial skills.  
  

Through a combination of lecture and small group exercises, the program will cover direct examination, cross examination, case analysis, refreshing recollection and impeachment, introduction of exhibits, use of exhibits in examination, objections, direct and cross examination of expert witnesses and closing arguments.  Participants will be provided case materials in advance of the training and will be expected to prepare as if for a trial.  Lectures and critique will be provided by experienced faculty from NITA and the NACC, along with local practitioners.  The program is expected to run approximately 9:00-5:30 each day.  All participants will be required to complete a pre-and post-training survey. 
To apply, please submit the attached application no later than Monday, August 30, 2010 to: Michael Meagher, Children and Family Law Division, CPCS, 44 Bromfield Street, Boston, MA 02108 or by email to mmeagher@publiccounsel.net.  Acceptance into the program will be based on a number of factors, including an effort to obtain geographic and other diversity.  For further information, please contact Amy Karp, Training Director at (617) 988-8382 or by email at akarp@publiccounsel.net.
Note: Participants will receive 8 hours of CAFL CLE credit.    

CHILDREN AND FAMILY LAW DIVISION
 Application for NITA Trial Skills Training Program

Applications must be received by CAFL no later than Monday, August 30, 2010
1.   Attorney Name

Law Firm

Office Address

Telephone No.
Fax No.
Email address

Date of admission to Mass Bar

Jurisdiction/Date of admission to other Bars
Law School(s) and date of graduation

2. How long have you been on the children and family law trial panel?  

3.  Please list the courts in which you accept children and family law assignments?
4. Who is/was your CAFL mentor?  Have you graduated from the mentor program, and if so, when?

5.  Approximately how many care and protection assignments have you received since joining the panel?  
6.  What do you like most about CAFL practice?   What is the most challenging aspect of this work?  

7.  Are you on any other CPCS panels (e.g., juvenile, district, mental health)?

8. Please describe your trial experience in child welfare matters, including (a) the number of trials/significant evidentiary hearings in which you actively participated, (b) the parties you represented, (c) the length of trial, (d) nature of the allegations, and (e) use of experts.  
9. Please describe your trial experience in other matters, including (a) the number of trials/significant evidentiary hearings in which you actively participated, (b) the parties you represented, (c) the length of trial, (d) nature of the allegations, and (e) use of experts.  

10. Have you participated in any specialized trial skills training programs, and if so, please describe.
11. Why do you want to attend this program?  In answering this question please identify any specific skills you hope to learn or improve upon.

