
Direct and Beyond: 
Effective Direct Examination of 

Parents in Care & Protection Cases 

 
 
While cross-examination may be more dramatic, the bulk of a 
parent’s own fact picture must usually be presented by the parent’s 
own testimony.    “72 Hour” Hearings are not won by deprecating 
the Department’s caseworker or investigator.  Temporary Custody 
hearings are won on direct examination and providing to the Court 
an impressively clear and persuasive picture of the parent’s version 
of events. 
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