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On January 15, 2009, Governor Patrick signed Senate Bill No. 2622, the Massachusetts Uniform Probate Code. Article V of the Uniform Probate Code repeals G.L. c. 201, the guardianship statute and replaces it with a new law governing guardianship of minors and adults. Among other things, Article V


· creates a right to counsel for minors in guardianship proceedings in the Probate and Family Court; 
· permits the court to craft limited guardianship orders; 
· requires continued judicial oversight over guardianships; 
· grants youth 14 and older the right to attend hearings in guardianship cases; and 
· provides that if a minor 14 years or older nominates a guardian, the court “shall appoint” that person unless the courts finds it is contrary to the minor’s best interests. 
Article V becomes effective July 1, 2009. CAFL will provide more information about the new law in the coming months.  The complete text of the bill is available on our web site at http://www.publiccounsel.net/Practice_Areas/cafl_pages/cafl_news.html.

